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Lesson Calendar 


4. October 28.—Ezra’s Return from Babylon....Ezra 8 : 15-36 
$5. November 4.—Defeat through Drunkenness 

(World’s Temperance Sunday)......... 1 Kings 20: 1-21 
6. November 11.—Nehemiah’s Prayer....... Nehemiah 1: f-11 
7. November 18.—Nehemiah’s Prayer 

a a ny re Nehemiah 2: 1-11 
8. November 25.—A Psalm of Thanksgiving........ Psalm 103 
9. December 2.—Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall of 

SUE po.cah sd daa'ncesbaretbopdeucevsscnabace Nehemiah 4 
10. December 9.—Ezra and Nehemiah Teach the 

DE da sb SdccdadehsatEscdbeessadechesvescas hues’ Nehemiah 8 
11. December 16.—Nehemiah Enforces the Law of 

the Sabbath ......cccccccsccscccccece Nehemiah 13; 15-22 
a2. December 23.—Preparation for the 

PEIN ac ciFocdadovsbennssseescerssoeness Malachi 3: 1-12 


The Lifted Veil 


By Ethel Merrill Beale 


“I know that Jesus is meeting all my needs 
now, because His grace is sufficient for me” * 


OMETIMES when we blindly 


grope, 
Reaching for the Master’s hand, 
a Saying, ‘‘ Will He understand ? 
Will He bid our spirits hope?” 


Drops a veil across our way 
(Warp of fear and wondering, 
Woof of doubt and questioning), 

Till we scarcely dare to pray. 


Just the other side the veil, 
Waiting in his tender love, 
With his power from above, 

Stands the Christ who cannot fail. 


Christian, rise and shout : “I know / 
All-sufficient is Thy grace!’’ 
Radiant will grow the place 

As the veil lifts from below. 








Luxurious Necessities 


True Christians live like royalty. They cannot 
be true Christians without being provided for as sons 
of a king. King’s sons in human, earthly courts must 
have a great many things, as the ordinary necessities 
of their everyday life, which might seem to be lux- 
uries but which are not, being required by their sta- 
tion and service and obligations. This throws light 
on God’s offers throughout the New Testament to 
those who, having received Jesus Christ, have been 
er: “the right to become children of God.” As 
Dr. Griffith Thomas said at the Princeton Conference, 
‘A luxury is a thing we can do without ; a necessity is 
a thing we must have. There are no luxuries in the 


New Testament: they are all necessities. Peace is 
not a luxury, it is a necessity. Yet the New Testa- 
ment life is luxurious.” Think of living all the time 
“blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places”! Think of having every need of ours, for 
every instant of time, supplied to us according to 
God’s riches in glory in Christ Jesus! Think of 
never knowing defeat; never knowing discontent; 
always being filled with abounding, unquenchable 
joy: always producing glorious fruit; always causing 
the heart of God to rejoice,—could any one conceive 
of a more luxurious life? Yet all this is simple neces- 
sity for the Christian. And God guarantees it all, all 
the time, to all who believe. 


x 
Are We Utterly Dead? 


It takes death to produce fruitage. “Except a 
grain of wheat,” said the Master, “fall into the earth 
and die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it die it 
beareth much fruit.” It is said of George Miller 
that; when asked the secret of his service, he said, 
“There came a day when I died.” As he spoke, he 
bent low, and added, “I died utterly, died to George 
Miller, his opinions, preferences, tastes, and will; 
died to the world, its approval or censure; died to 
the approval or blame even of my brethren and 
friends; and since then I have studied to show my- 
self approved unto God.” God has been pleased to 
make George Miller a great exemplar; and he may 
be an example to us, not only in his marvelous faith, 
but in his fruit-bearing and in the way that he 
learned the secret of it, He had indeed been obedient 
to the command in Romans 6: 11, “Likewise reckon ye 
yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 


<< 
The Miracle of Victory 


Christ’s victory is perfect victory. Christ’s vic- 
tory in us is as different from any victory we can 
win for ourselves as God is different from man. We 
must recognize this, as we seek and claim the Vic- 
torious Life in Christ; otherwise we shall be de- 
ceived, but not satisfied, by a counterfeit victory. 
Here is what occurs when Christ is our victory: As 


v 


The Peril of 


S WE have known farmers to become what is 

called “land-poor” through acquiring more land 

than they can ever work, so there are people 
who are “thought-poor” through excessive thinking. 
Thought plays so important a part in life, and so 
many experience such difficulty in thinking, that it 
seems impossible there should ever be such a thing 
as over-thought, But there is; and it keeps more 
than a few souls from the vitality and progress 
which ought to be theirs. They think every subject 
nearly to death. Horace Bushnell in his early life 
found that thought alone would never let him into 
the secret of the Christian life, and it took so much 
courage for him to say what he did that he found 
he had to think himself out of his overthinking. The 
intellectual power may be so exaggerated that at last 
it fails of its office. 

In the first place, we think too long over many 
matters. The time comes when we ought to stop and 
betake ourselves to decision. Or we go on refining 
about something long after we have reached the main 
point, so that we weaken the force of it: Sometimes 
we spoil by subtle analysis some truth which would 
be much better received by just taking it into our 
hearts as it comes to us, and acting upon it as 
swiftly and joyously as we can. Instead, we imagine 
that by probing the matter relentlessly we shall be 
surer of it and so we find one great truth after an- 
other losing its luster. It was meant to help, and 
instead it has become just one burdensome problem 
more ; and still the victim of overthought will go on 
trying to cure his malady by more of the vice that 
produced it. 

A pastor in one of our great churches had had on 


See page 595 
we trust Christ, then, without our having any more 
to do with it than we have to do with holding the 


sun in its place in the heavens, we find that, by a 
mystery and a miracle that we cannot understand 
but that we gratefully, joyously accept, we are set 
absolutely free from the law of sin; the result is 
that we Kate and loathe all and every form of known 
sin so utterly that the very thought of sinning is dis- 
tressing and painful to us; to sin in any way would 
be agony; not to sin is the easiest, most delightful 
thing in the world; so, without struggle or effort on 
our part we are floated buoyantly along on the ocean 
of God’s grace, not praying or trying for victory, but 
praising and trusting that Christ has won, is winning, 
our victory. Do our hearts tell us that this is differ- 
ent from what we have been calling victory in our 
life? Yet this, and this alone, is normal Christianity, 
“the Life that is Christ.” It is never acquired; it is 
never an attainment; it is a gift. And it is freely 
offered this moment, and always, to those who be- 


lieve God. 
a“ 
If We Would Hold Them 


Love is a good form of cement. 
where everything else breaks. That is why God says 
of it, “Love never faileth.” Even human love, with- 
out any of the supernatural love of God mixed with 
it, illustrates the marvelously enduring bond. So 
necessary is the bond of love that the man who lacks 
it is useless for certain forms of service. We find 
love playing a prominent part in the awful business 
of war; a writer in The Saturday Evening Post says 
of a certain lieutenant of the French Army: “He is 
popular with the men, of course; but that is the way 
of the French Army. Any officer who cannot hold 
his men by the handle of their affections is gradu- 
ally shunted out of command.” We need as high a 
standard in all our Christian service. Any pastor, 
or Sunday-school teacher, who cannot hold his peo- 
ple by the handle of their affections, ought to be 
shunted out of his command,—and is pretty sure to 
be. But we can all of us, no matter what our nat- 
ural temperaments are, have the perfect and unde- 
featable and unfailing love of God for our fellows, 
— we let Christ, who is love, be our life and our 
ove. 


It holds fast 


wg 


Overthinking 


his mind for some time a banker who attended his 
church but had never connected himself with any. 
He had overthought the case of that*banker. A 
hundred times he had tried to think up some way of 
reaching him. But one day last autumn he threw 
away his thinking and went straight to the bank and 
to the man’s desk. He did not know at all what he 
would say to him, but having gotten there he told 
him without elaboration just what he had come for. 
He told him that he wanted him to come out and 
make a profession of faith in Christ. That was 
blunt enough, 

But feeling that so important a matter needed a 
great deal of preparation, the banker said to the min- 
ister that he had been thinking of that subject for a 
great many years, and his tone implied that he would 
probably go on doing it a good many more years. 

“Well,” said the minister, “don’t you think that is 
a pretty poor kind of thinking which can go on for 
years and never get anywhere nearer a conclusion?” 

The banker smiled and said he thought that was a 
good point. It had been pretty poor thinking. It was 
not the kind that had led to his success in business. 
And with that he cut short his thinking and let 
action do the rest. 

At the meeting of the elders who were to receive 
him into the church he was asked why he took this 
step, and he replied that the pastor had asked him 
why he did not take it, and that he had said he had 
been thinking of it for years, but the pastor told 
higa that was pretty poor thinking and he thought so 
too. Therefore he asked to be received into the 
church. He was hearty and happy all the days of his 
too brief membership, for it proved that he had no 
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more years in which to think the matter over. That 
year was his last. 

There is no point in our whole make-up where 
pride is more involved than in the matter of our 
thoughts. Perhaps that was what the prophet meant 
when he said, “Let the unrighteous man forsake his 
thoughts.” What thoughts? All kinds of prepos- 
sessions about what God can do, all staggering at the 
promises through unbelief, too much familiarity with 
what we call “human probabilities,” and all those 
philosophies generated in our own brains and from 
off our own levels as to what life can become. The 
logic of our own unaided thoughts tends generally 
in the direction of ‘limitation and littleness. We 
make some scheme of what will be feasible or best, 
and then when it is all tightly framed we ask God 
‘to carry it out.’ Forsaking such thoughts is hard 
business. God’s great winds can hardly blow into 
these tight-shut plans of ours. 

How is overthought and anxious care to be 
remedied? There is just one way, and that is by 
taking God’s thoughts. The Psalmist said, “In the 
multitude of my thoughts within me thy con.forts 
delight my soul.” You can see the man with his 
mind going round and round but unable to think 
anything out, and still imposing upon his mind a 
burden to which it is unequal. And then when he 
could make nothing of it all there came in upon him 
energies of another kind and a higher order, what he 
calls God’s comforts, influences which come off from 
higher levels than his own disturbed mind. They 
codled him in his fever, they cleared his view, they 
brightened his outlook, cleansed his heart and in- 
vigorated his will, and seemed like a sheer gift from 
God. And so sometimes, loath as we may be to do 
it, we have just to lay aside our best thought as un- 
equal to our needs and ask for something higher. 
As our wills achieve their highest in surrender to 
the will of God, so our thoughts reach their real 
height when we lay them down and ask for God’s 
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thoughts. It has been well said that God’s thoughts 
are the only cure for care. 

The drift and danger of the overthoughtful is that 
their Christian lives will gradually thin away into a 
mere philosophy. When that is happening thought 
must be ruled down into its place and we must use 
other means. They have been. abundantly provided. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ may be turned into a 
vast, complieated mass of problems and interminable 
discussions under which the heart faints. But in 
reality it was a long series of repeated acts of love 
which wooed men and women out of their dark 
overthinking. As we read the pages of the Gospel 
we are conscious at every turn of the relief that can 
come to men suddenly through abandoned thoughts. 
Sinners who had gone over their case for the 
thousandth time and found no outlet in the way of 
thought found that there was still a way of escape 
that was personal. When no intellectual’ way was 
—— there was still a new and living Way. 

here thought could suggest nothing more, love 
found a way out. Whoever goes to the Gospels just 
in order to get more ideas and to feed the intellectual 
part of himself is apt to be disappointed. As Mr. 
Mabie once said of the great classics, the primary 
impression which they make on the reader is not 
that they are powerfully intellectual. Lesser books 
make that impression. But the great books deal with 
life altogether and are vital rather than merely in- 
tellectual. ; 

To the proud intellectualist the Gospel hardly 
speaks at all; but to the one who is fighting for life 
it opens scene after sccne into which he can escape 
from the bondage of his own thoughts. He comes 
into the presence of One who is loving, living, being 
gracious. The Cross was far more than any thought 
could ever be. It came in where thought had broken 
down and could do no more; and when there was no 
philosophy of our relation to God, a great new fact 
and spiritual action came into human’ experience. 





A Cabled Cry 


William T. Ellis, the brilliant American journalist 
whose writings’ not only on the International Sun- 
day-school Lessons but on Christian missions and the 
world-unrest have awakened, inspired, and equipped 
many a Christian worker, s% now on another of his 


globe-circling tours. Recently the Editor of The 
Sunday School Times received a cablegram from 
Dr. Ellis, dated at Tiflis, which is in southeastern 
Russia, on the main route between Russia and Persia, 
and a headquarters for relief work. Dr. Ellis 
cabled: 





Will Times readers assume support village 
thousand women children refugees near Ararat. 
Thousand dollars month. I will furnish story. 
Cable committee Erivan.—EL Is. 











The Sunday School Times readers have been gen- 
erously responding to the heart-searching calls that 
come to all in these crisis days. This great family 
gladly recognizes its privileges and obligations toward 
the soul-winning work of the Nortons among the 
soldiers of Belgium and other Allied nations; toward 
the four thousand Armenian refugees at Port Said, 
Egypt, under the care of Mr. Stephen Trowbridge, of 
the World’s Sunday School Association; toward the 
strategic soul-winning opportunity of The Pocket 
Testament League among the American soldiers and 
sailors,—our own boys. Yet the Publisher and Editor 
of The Sunday School Times, in prayerful consulta- 
tion with the office staff, are sure that the readers 
would not have had a negative reply sent back to 
Dr. Ellis. So a message was cabled to him saying 
that his appeal would be heartily made to the readers 
of the Times, in support of the “story” that he prom- 
ises to send. 

The appeal is before you. We shall have to await 
the facts that will come later, in Dr. Ellis’ account 
of the destitution and need of this village of a thou- 
sand women and children. Ararat is the place where 
God’s mercy and grace were shown toward a little 
handful of the human race in the family of Noah, 
safeguarded in the ark on Ararat as the waters of 
the devastating flood subsided. It is at the frontier 
of Turkey, Russia, and Persia; and the Turkish 
name for Ararat, says “Men and Missions,” is 
“Mountain of Pain”’—a striking designation for the 
place around which “has clustered all the tragic 
history of this unhappy people,” the Armenians. 

But let us not wait for any fuller statement before 
acting. The facts will probably prove to be worse 
than. we can imagine in advance. Meantime The 


Sunday School Times will gladly receive from its 





readers whatever contributions they are moved to 


make toward the care of the destitute women and, , 


children whom God has so evidently laid upon the 
heart of Dr. Ellis—and ourselves. 


<< 


Now Scatter the Story of the 
Famous Wine Mess Order! 


Everybody knew that Secretary Daniels had 
bravely “put the ban on booze” for officers of the 
United States Navy. But almost nobody knew how 
he came to do it. His private secretary knew; and 
so when, after having served four years in close in- 
timacy with Mr. Daniels in the Navy Department 
at Washington, that private secretary, Howard A. 
Banks, came to be Associate Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, it was agreed that the Christian public 
ought to know the facts. Mr. Banks ran down to 
Washington one day last summer; and the Times of 
August 25 published the whole story in detail, as 
“the head of the American Navy spun a tragic yarn 
into the ears of his old private secretary.” 

This bold, far-reaching governmental action crys- 
tallized about the experience of one young Navy 
officer who had gone down before drink and had 
been dishonorably discharged from the service upon 
which, for his country’s sake, he had so gladly en- 
tered. Mr. Daniels’ intimate statement of the whole 
matter is so vital and illuminating that it is no won- 
der people have called for the republishing of this 
“tragic yarn” in a form which they can distribute 
broadcast. Thus a returned missionary from Korea 
writes: 4 

Praise God for the good influence of the story of 
Secretary Daniels’ Wine Mess Order! 

The story is now published in The American Issue. A 
letter from Miss Anna A. Gordon, President of the 
National Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, states 
that the article wili be published in the Union Signal. 

Would that it might be published in every English 
publication in the world! Please see that it is given 
the widest publicity possible. Why does England hold 
on to her “rum ration” in the face of such overwhelm- 
ing evidence that alcohol is about the worst thing her 
soldiers and sailors could have given them? If America 
is to be an ally of England and France, have we not 
the right to insist on everything that makes for effi- 
ciency in their national life? Therefore they must 
eliminate alcohol, as we also must do. 


._.“To make it efficient—to make it the most efficient 
Navy in the world. My Wine Mess Order is a 
‘Preparedness measure,'—is one of Secretary. Daniels’ 
statements in this notable document. The story of 
his epoch-making prohibition order may now be had 
in pamphlet form from The Sunday School Times 
Company at 2 cents each, 20 cents a dozen, or 50 or 
more at $1 a hundred. Every boy and girl in every 
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Sunday-school in the world will be interested in it; 
Sunday-school teachers can have a memorable time 
in their classes on World’s Temperance Sunday, 
November 4, by making it the basis of their stu 
of the defeat of the Syrian king Benhadad, throtgh 
drunkenness, when he had confidently expected to 
“clean up” Israel. 
a 


Was David “ After God’s Own Heart”? 


Your reference to David as a “man after God’s own 
heart” moves me to certain comments. 4 

The only statement to this effect is found in the New 
Testament, in Acts 13: 22, when Paul says, in his ad- 
dress in the synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia, that God 
said, “I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after 
my heart.” 

If we turn to the Old Testament account in 1 Samuel 
13: 14, we find Samuel saying,. “Jehovah hath sought 
him a man after his own heart, and Jehovah hath ap- 
pointed him,” etc. The only statement as to finding 
is in Psalm 89: 20, “I have found David my servant,” 
with no reference to “heart.” 

"| There are here various possibilities. Paul’s inspira- 
tion may not have extended to his synagogue ad- 
dresses. If it did, he may have imtended to say 
“sought” and, by a slip of the tongue, said “found,” 
and the inspired record gave what he did say rather 
than what he meant to say, since no real harm would 
be done by the slip to a really thoughtful reader. 

Or, Paul may have distinctly remembered the words 
of the Old Testament account, and thovght it was a 
necessary inference from other things or from the ac- 
count as a whole that Samuel’s “sought” really 
amounted to “found.” 

In every case, it is necessary to remember that the 
words were spoken in David’s days of youth and inno- 
cence, and before his possession of the power of an 
Oriental monarch had partly corrupted him. In no 

* ease, as I see it, does the Bible so speak of him after 
his great transgression.—A New Jersey Reader. 


When God sets out to seek, God finds. Nothing 
can defeat the triumphant finding of our seeking, 
saving God. Therefore it would do violence to the 
whole message of the Bible, Old Testament and New, 
to assume that God had failed in finding a man and 
a king permanently after his own heart when he 
found and anointed and established David; and it 
would be a very disastrous tampering with the inspi- 
ration of the Word of God to assume that an address 
by an apostle, included in the inspired record, and un- 
ae by the Word, was mistaken at points of 
act. , 

Now let us look at some of the facts in the case. 
The people of Israel, over whom God had placed 
judges, demanded “a king to judge us like all the 
nations” (1 Sam. 8:5). In response to this demand, 
God pointed out that they were rejecting Him, “that 
I should not be king over them.” And he told -his 
representative Samuel to go ahead and do as they 
demanded, -after protesting solemnly and showing 
“them the manner of the king that shall reign over 
them.” The people listened, then said, “Nay; but we 
will have a king over us.” And when Samuel re- 
ported to Jehovah, then “Jehovah said to Samuel, 
Hearken unto their voice, and make them a king.” 
Thus Saul, Israel’s first king,-although God desig- 
nated him to Samuel as the man to be made “prince 
over my people Israel,” was the people’s demand and 
choice, rather than God’s. They had their way; and 
the result was a tragic failure. 

Then it was that God in effect said to his people 
Israel: “You had your way in the matter of a king; 
now I am going to have mine.” God now madé his 
real choice; he “sought him a man after his own 
heart,” rather than after the people’s heart; and he 
found that man in David. There is nothing here to indi- 
cate that God was looking for or ‘found a perfect 
man. But God was looking for His kind of man, 
His choice; and he found him. God’s choices are 
always “after his own heart.” 

David, in spite of his black sins, believed through. 
He fived and died a true believer in God. He never 
led God’s chosen people into idolatry. The incidents 
of his life, ordered of God, furnish a striking and 
beautiful type of David’s Greater Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. David was a shepherd, and was ready 
to lay down his life for his sheep in safeguarding 
them against attacks of deadly enemies. Jesus the 
Shepherd of God’s people not only was ready to lay 
down his life, but went farther than David was asked 
to do: he did lay down his life for his sheep. David 
was anointed king in secret, before he was recognized 
and received as king over God’s entire people, Israel. 
Jesus has been anointed God’s chosen King over this 
whole world, but he yet awaits the public and world- 
wide recognition of himself as King. 

God chose David to become the first human head 
of the divine dynasty of God’s chosen people, Israel. 
Through.that man David, the choice after God’s own 
heart, shall be done all of God’s will for His Chosen 
People, the Jews, and through them for all mankind; 
thus God “bare witness and said, I have found David 
the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do 
all my will” (Acts 13:22). Let us praise God that 
nothing can prevent the glorious carrying out of all 
his purposes in and through those who, by his mar- 
velous grace and loving-kindness, he chooses to call 
and to use and to bless. 











LESSON FOR NOV. 4 (x Kings 20 : -ar) 








HE International Uniform Sunday-school Les- 


sons have the principal factor in the 

growth of the Sunday-school to its present 
noble proportions. Before these Uniform Lessons 
were adopted there was chaos in the Sunday-school 
world, a variety of courses being put forward. by 
many publishers with only meager sets of helps for 
any one course. The coming of the International 
Uniform Lessons changed all that. The large field 


thus opened attracted many publishers and the best ~ 


religious writers. Upon the passages of Scripture 
psn a for the Uniform Lessons a wonderful flood 
of light was poured. Lesson helps of the greatest 
variety and of the highest helpfulness were multi- 
plied. They appeared even in the secular news- 
pers; and all the religious ~~ rs treated the 
Sonn as a matter of course. eeklies, monthlies, 
annuals in abundance contributed their information, 
uidance, and inspiration. Every teacher and pupil 
had at hand all the aid needed for a satisfying Bible 
lesson, studied with pleasure, and taught with all the 
resources of the religious and may | world. 

But grading is a vital principle in Sunday-school 
work. Children cannot be taught as though they 
were grown-ups, and vice versa. Moreover, the same 
Scripture material is not always as usable for one 
age as for another. Hence the emphasis that has 
been placed in recent years on grading both the 
pupils and the lessons in the Sunday-school. Yet the 
vast majority of Sunday-school workers have been 
loath to abandon the blessings of a uniform Scrip- 
ture lesson for the school and the home. So out 
of this twofold need—uniformity and grading—have 
come the Improved Uniform Lessons of 1918: a sys- 
tem by which we have in a single series the advan- 
tages of both the old and the new, the single basis 
of Scripture for all, with the adaptations that differ- 
ing ages require. 


Something in Each Lesson for Every Grade 
These Improved Uniform Lessons now present to 


each grade or department a lesson that may wisely . 


be taught to pupils of that age. They recognize every 
grade or department. In framing the lesson for any 
week the Lesson Committee takes up each grade in 
turn and considers carefully whether the Scripture 
passage will furnish a thoroughly teachable lesson 
for that grade. If it will not, another passage is 
chosen for the grade. This is made possible without 
departing far from the principle of uniformity, by the 
inclusion of rather large portions of Scripture, often 
an entire chapter, in the assigned lesson. It usually 
happens that, if one part of the chapter is suited to 
the adults but not to the primary pupils, another 
part, closely related, is precisely adapted to the 
younger classes. The older pupils are set to studying 
the entire chapter, with special emphasis upon the 
parts that appeal to the mature mind, while to the 
younger classes are assigned the verses of the chap- 
ter that are within their compass. 

While this is done as often as is necessary, and 
while the Lesson Committee would not hesitate to 
appoint a lesson for any grade from quite a different 
portion of Scripture rather than assign a passage un- 
suited to that age, yet in practise it has been found 
that usually the same passage wonderfully adapts 
itself to all ages and grades. Bible truths have a 
marvelous range. They are milk for babes and meat 
for strong men. 

The first improvement, then, of the Improved Uni- 
form Lessons consists in grading the Uniform Les- 
sons. They have always been graded in the treatment 
of the lesson writers, but now the Lesson Committee 
makes the grade adaptations so plain that no one can 
fail to see them. Different titles, even, are provided 
for the different grades, and different Golden Texts 
if no one memory verse can be found that is suitable 
for all ages. Illustrative story material is pointed 
out for the younger classes, if the lesson passage is 
not a story. While the thought of the family, the 
school, and the entire religious world is centered 
upon one passage of Scripture, there are drawn from 
that passage just the truths most helpful to pupils of 
all ages. We have a Graded Uniform Lesson. 

Another improvement, and a very decided one, 
which has been made in the Uniform Lessons is the 
introduction of frequent topical courses, courses 
which depart from the chronological or historical 
order and study the Bible by themes. These courses 
take important subjects and trace them through the 
entire Bible, thus gaining a view of the Scriptures 
as a whole, and focussing upon each theme all Holy 
Writ. Thus in the first year of the new lessons we 
have a quarter devoted to Studies in the Christian 
Life, with lessons on beginning the Christian life, on 
the Bible, prayer, obedience, growth, helpfalness, 
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Doors Opened by the 1918 Improved Uniform Lessons 
| By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


Member of the International 





We are on the threshold of a great advance 
in Suaday-school Bible study. 


The Uniform Lessons for the co: year 


mittee. ~ 
E syllable of the Gospel of Mark will be 
covered daitng: tie Gvet dia wheaths of 1918. 
Then think of a three months’ course of 
Studies in the Christian Life, on such vital 
topics as these: 


12. Fruits of the Christian Life. 
13. Review: What it means to be a Christian. 


Begin now to plan for the richest year of 
real Bible study your Sunday-school has ever 
known. 

Watch for coming a n ts of how 
The Sunday School Times’ staff of tested lesson 
writers, whom you have come to depend upon, 
will unfold this wealth of new material in these 
columns in 1918. 


Pass on the good news to all the Sunday- 
school_workers you know. 


Dr. Wells’ illuminating article on this page 
is given here by courtesy of W. A. Wilde 
Company, Boston, publishers of Peloubet’s 
“Notes” on the Uniform Lessons; and this 
article may be had in pamphlet form, free of 
charge, for distribution among all your Sunday- 

- school workers and friends, upon application 
to either the Wilde Company or The Sunday 
School Times Company. ; 











church work, speaking for Christ, giving, conquering 
evil, winning the world to Christ, and the fruits of 
the Christian life. Every theme in the quarter has its 
applications to the youngest as well as the oldest. And 
there are enormous advantages: in setting fathers and 
mothers, sons and daughters, to studying obedience 
at the same time, or prayer, or the Bible, or helpful- 
ness, or any other of these fruitful subjects. 

Similarly in the second year of the new series we 
have six months given up to Great Teachings of the 
Bible, on such subjects as God, Christ, the Holy 
Spirit, faith, sin, salvation, the Sabbath—the lesson 
in each case being brought within the range of the 
youngest and widened out for the most mature. 

In the third year the Life and Writings of Peter 
and John furnish a topical course on a historical 








Just What the Plan Is 


The Uniform Features: 
A.general Lesson Title. 


Wis comme Ecticies meen eo tobe dead tr aad. 
One Golden Text fer all =e 


Frequently a devotional Scripture Reading intended for the 


worship of the school, 
Adiitonal Scripture Material forthe ws of de enihen of 


The Grades and Ages: 
soins 
rimary, pupils of 6 to 8 inclusive. 
Junie, 9 to 11 or 12 inclanie _— 
a ep ans Cob, 12 or 13 to 17 in- 
lusive. 
Senior, or Y. People’s, 18 to 24 inclusive. 
was Jog ceegaa 
(The Beginners ase not included in these lessons, as they 
are provided for in the Begi Lessons already 
issued by the f i Lesson Committee.) 
The Graded Features : 
Different Lesson Topics or Titles to the grades. 
Memory Verses rina jug — 
itp Scripture Material, intended specially for the 
Lesson writers. 
Somieae Cohenen Tess 2. certain grade be simply « 











basis. In the fourth year (which is as far as the 
Committee has definitely gone) there is a quarter 
devoted to the Social Teachings of the Bible, and it 
has been most interesting to see how great social in- 
terests, such as labor, wealth, education, recreation, 
have their beginnings in the life of the child, and their 
easy and natural adaptations to all grades of the 
school; how easy it is, also, to find great central 
Bible passages for them all, passages within the 
child’s compass while they present most inspiring 
outreaches for the most advanced student. 

In the use of the Improved Uniform Lessons nu- 
merous minor improvements will be noted, such as 
the naming of a devotional passage for reading in 
the general exercises of the school when the central 
passage selected is not of devotional tenor; the nu- 
merous references to illustrative passages through- 
out the Bible given in each lesson for the use of 
teachers; and the many “additional réferences” for 
the older grades. These all mean unstinted labor on 
the part of the Lesson Committee, and add much to 
the value of the lessons to both teacher and pupil. 

The Improved Uniform Lessons -present a con- 
tinuous view of the Bible history- and an orderly 
view of Bible teachings. For the first six months 
they take up the study of Mark, and every chapter 
and every verse of the Gospel is designated for study. 
They then in three months present an orderly view 
of the Christian Life, gathering material from the 
Bible as a whole. Next they begin a Series of the 
studies in the Old Testament, which proceeds in his- 
torical order from Genesis to Malachi, pausing here 
and there for further topical studies or for the con- 
stantly recurring studies of the life of Christ and the 
history of the early church. There is no confusion; 
when a course of study is begun it is followed stead- 
ily, though not continuously, to the end. Not con- 
tinuously, because it is-earnestly felt that no pupil 
should be allowed to spend many months in the school 
without meeting face to face the matchless figure of 
Jesus Christ. 

More Uniform Lessons are used each year than 
the preceding year. A steady and substantial increase 
has been reflected in the constantly wider use of 
Peloubet’s “Notes,” with which I happen to be con- 
nected ; it is testified by the reports of all denomina- 
tions ; and the large increase in the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is well known. A continually 
growing number of schools desire unification. 

Several Sunday-school publishing houses are issu- 
ing the Improved Uniform Lessons for 1918 with 
much of the improvement omitted, so that they 
are nearly like the old Uniform Lessons. The series 
of Studies in the Christian Life, for instance, is not 
set forth as a series, but as disconnected lessons. The 
grade adaptations are not given. Nothing is given but 
a bare title and Scripture passage, following the fa- 
miliar style. 

Be Sure to Have the Lessons Unchanged 


Other Sunday-school publishing houses have gone 
to the other extreme, They are placing before their 
constituents what are alleged to be the new Uni- 
form Lessons, but revised in every part by themselves. 
For instance, I was talking the other day about the 
Improved Uniform Lessons before a State Sunday- 
school Executive Committee, when I was interrupted 
by a question. 

“Why,” inquired the speaker, referring to a tem- 
perance lesson, “does the memory verse of the 
‘Primaries’ bring in the story of Daniel while the 
lesson itself has nothing to do with Daniel? Must 
we teach two stories in that lesson?” 

I had before me the copy of the course sent out 
by the Lesson Committee, and told her that the 
memory verse there was not in Daniel, but was taken 
from the Scripture for the day. After the meeting 
she made comparisons, and found that her list of 
lessons, furnished by her Sunday-school publishing 
house, could hardly be recognized as the same as 
mine, which had come from the International Lesson 
Committee. 

Now every publishing house has the right to change 
the International Lessons as it pleases; they are not 
copyrighted; but in judging the Improved Uniform 
Lessons Sunday-school workers should be sure that 
they have before them the work of the Lesson Com- 
mittee and should not ascribe to the new serics 





2As a convenience for its readers, The Sunday School 
Times Company has published in a 16-page pamphlet the 
full, unchanged official list of the Improved Unitorm Les 
sons for 1918, exactly as issued by the International Lesson 
Committee, including that Committee’s notes and explana- 
tions; this pamphlet may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 30 cents a 
dozen copies, $2 a hundred, or 3 cents for single copies, 
postpaid. 
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~~ faults or excellencies they may discover in other 
ists. 

I believe that the new Improved Uniform Lessons, 
which come into use in January, 1918, will be re- 
ceived with joy and instant approval by the schools 
that are now using the Uniform Lessons, and that 
they will lead an ever- pores number of schools 
to follow the, uniform plan. They will thus be uni- 
fied schools, focussing the thought of parents, 
teachers, and pupils on the same great theme each 
Sunday, a part of the unified host of Sunday-school 
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workers over the world. The Improved Uniform 
Lessons present the ideal combination of uniformity 
and grading, preserving the major advantages of both 
systems. They are wholly “scientific” and wholly 

iblical. They are eyangelically sound to the core. 
They are fresh and stimulating, constantly renewed 
and kept m touch with the times. They will make 
Bible-lovers and Bible Christians. They will keep 
the Sunday-schools true to their noble past, and 
carry them on into the expanding future. 

Boston. 
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International Uniform Lessons, 1918 


Inviting samples of the new and improved series are given here; for the complete twelve- 
months’ course, send for the pamphlet mentioned in the footnote on the preceding page 








ck, International Sunday-School Lesson Commit- 
tee after full and frank discussion of various pro- 
osed lesson schemes has decided to issue Improved 
Uniform Lessons for a cycle beginning in 1918. Uni- 
formity is maintained as a rule by the use of a 
common title for the whole school, a common brief 
lesson text for printing, and a common Golden Text. 
All teachers are also encouraged to read all the 
“Additional Material for Teachers”; and with many 
lessons a Devotional Reading has been chosen for 
use in the public exercises of the school in lieu of the 
passage printed as the common lesson for the day. 

Having thus sought to conserve the benefits of the 
Uniform System, the Committee decided to seek to 
adapt the lessons, as thoroughly as possible, to the 
various departments of the school, with the aim of 
providing for each department a thoroughly teach- 
able lesson. Special Topics, special Memory Verses, 
and Additional Material have been designated, wher- 
ever it seemed possible thereby to make the lessons 
more helpful to pupils in the dif-erent departments. 
Owing to the reorganization of the Committee, less 
time than usual has been at their disposal for the 
preparation of the first outline of the new cycle. 
Any infelicities which may appear, particularly in 
the special Topics, Memory Verses, and Additional 
Material, will doubtless be fully remedied by those 
who have in charge the actual preparation of the 
lessons for use in the schools. 

The Committee has decided to prepare a cycle of 
Jessons running through eight yeass, the first four of 
which have been tentatively agreed upon as foliows: 
January-June, 1918.—The Gospel of the Son of God: Studies 
EF... 1918.—Studies in the Christian Life. 
October, 1918-March, 1919.—-The Patriarchs and Early Leaders 

of Israel: From Abraham to the Settlement in Canaan. 
April-September, 1919.—Great Teachings of the Bibie. 
October, 1o19-March, 1920.—Life and ritings of Peter and 
pe. ER 1920,— Early Leaders and Kings of Israel. 
October, 1920-March, 121.—The Gospel of the Kingdom: 

Studies in Matthew. 
April-June, 1921.—The Missionary Message of the Bible. 
July-December, 1921.—Life and Letters of Paul. 

The eight-year cycle has been chosen with the view 
(1) to the incorporation of several short topical 
courses, in addition to the usual series on a chrono- 
logical basis; (2) the Committee has also had in 
mind the desirability of a more frequent survey of 
the entire Bible with varying methods of approach 
than was possible under the six-year cycle; (3) it is 
desired also to harmonize the period of the cycle 
with the newly adopted quadrennial conventions of 
the International Association. 

The topical courses are designed in general to pro- 
vide surveys of important Biblical truth and discus- 
sions of important aspects of Christian living, gaining 
light from all parts of the Bible, and systematizing 
more carefully and thoroughly than is possible’in a 
series exclusively chronological. 

In the working out of individual lessons, the Com- 
mittee has adopted the following order: 


Date—Lesson Title. 
Lesson Text—Print. 
Golden Text. 


Devotional Reading, designed for the opening worship of 
the school. 
Additional Material for Teachers. 
Primary Topic. 
Lesson Material. 
Memory Verse. 


Junior Topic. 
Lesson Material. 
Memory Verse. . 
Additional Material, designed especially for Lesson Writers. 


Intermediate Topic. 

Memory Verse. 

Additional Material, designed especially for Lesson Writers. 
Senior Topic. 

Additional Material, designed especially for Lesson Writers. 
Adult Topic. 

Additional Material, designed especially for Lesson Writers. 

WHeERE NO Topic, MEMoRY VERSE, OR ADDITIONAL 
MATERIAL IS INDICATED FOR ANY DEPARTMENT OF THE 
SCHOOL, IT IS INTENDED THAT THE UNIFORM MATERIAL 
SHOULD BE EMPLOYED FOR THAT DEPARTMENT. More- 
OVER, THE GENERAL TITLE AND LESSON MAY OFTEN BE 


FOUND MORE HELPFUL THAN THE SPECIAL TOPICS AND 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL INDICATED FOR A GIVEN DEPART- 
MENT. THE LARGEST LIBERTY IS ACCORDED TO EDITORS, 
LESSON WRITERS, AND TEACHERS IN THE PRESENTATION 
OF THESE LESSONS TO THE PERSONS TO WHOM THEY 
MINISTER. 

No references are given for the Beginners, as they 
are already provided for in the lessons specially pre- 
pared for that department. ; 


FIRST QUARTER. 

The Gospel of the Son of God 
Studies in Mark 
Q@anuary to June) 


_ Note.—Rigorous. uniformity has been departed from, even 
in the Lesson Material, in cases where it seemed necessary 
to provide more satisfactorily for a given department. The 
most notable exceptions to the rule of uniformity are found 
in the selections for the Primary Department in the lessons 
for March’17, Aug. 25, Sept. 1, Sept. 8, and Oét. 20. 


January 6. 
1. JOHN PREPARES THE WAY FOR JESUS. Markr: 1-11. 
Golden Text: Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the sin of the world!—John 1 : ag. 


Additional Material for Teachers: Isa. : 3°53; Mal. 3: 1-3; 
Luke 1: 5-25, 39-80; Matt. 3 ::1-17; tas 3% mee by John 
I: 19-42. 

Primary Memory Verse: Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus; for it is he that shall save his people from 
their sins.—Matt. 1 : 21. 

Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: Heralds of the King. 

Intermediate Memory Verses: Luke 10: 1, 2. 

Additional Material: Luke 9: 1-6, 10, 113 10 : 1-12, 17-20; 
Acts 9: 10-16, 

January 13. 

2. JESUS BEGINS HIS WORK. Mark 1 : 12-20. 

Golden Text: Repent ye, and believe in the gospel. 

—Mark 1: 15. 

Additional Material for Teachers: Matt. 4: 1-11; Luke 4: 1- 
13; Heb. 4: 14-16; Matt. 9:9, 10; Matt. 8: 18-22; Luxe 
9: 57-62; Acts 9: 1-9. 

Primary Topic: Jesus Chooses Four Helpers. 

Lesson Material: Mark 1 : 16-20. 

Memory Verse: Come ye after me.—Mark 1 : 17. 

Intermediate Topic: Overcoming Temptation. 

Memory Verse: 1 Cor. 16: 13. 

Additional Material: Matt. 4: 1-11; 1 Cor. 10: 13; Heb. 
2: 16. 

Senior and Adult Topic: How Jesus Faced His Task. 

Additional Material: Matt. 4: 1-11; Heb. 4: 14-16; John 
4: 34-38. 

January 20. 
3. JESUS AT WORK. Mark 1: 21-45. Print Mark 1: 21-34. 
Golden Text: We must work the works of him that sent 

me, while it is day.—John 9: 4. 

Additional Material for Teachers: Matt. 4: 23-25; Luke 
4 : 16-22, 3144. 

Primary Memory Verse: And he healed many that were 
sick.—Mark 1-: 34. 

Junior Memory Verse: Matt. 4: 23. 

Intermediate Topic: The Power and Sympathy of Jesus. 

Memory Verse: Gal. 6: 2. 

Senior and Adult Topic: Jesus Meeting Human Needs. 

os ee Material: Matt. 9: 35-88; 11: 28-30; Luke 

3 8-3. 
January 27. 
4. JESUS FORGIVING SIN. Mark 2: 1-12. 

olden Text: The Son of man hath authority on earth to 

forgive sirnis.—Mark 2: 10. 

Additional Material for Teachers: Psa, 32; Luke 15: 11-24. 

Primary Memory Verse: Forgive us our sins.—Luke 


1m: 4 

Intermediate Topic: Jesus Healing Soul and Body. 
Additional Material: Luke 7: G2 

Senior and Adult Topic: Jesus eeting Man’s Deepest 


Additional Material: Matt. 1: 21; Luke 7: 36-50; Heb. 
ay 3 
February 3. 
5s. JESUS LORD OF THE SABBATH. Mark 2: 13 to 3: 6. 
Print Mark 2: 2 to 3: 5. 
Golden Text: The Son of man is. lord even of the sab- 
bath.—Mark 2: 28. 


Additional Material for Teachers: Exod. 20: 8-11; Isa. 58: 
13, 14; Neh. 13 : 15-22; Matt. 12: 1-8; Luke 4: 16. 
Primary Topic: Jesus and the Sabbath Day. 
Lesson Material: Mark 2: 23 to 3: 6. 
Memory Verse: Remember the sabbath day, to keep it 
_ holy.—Exod. 20 : 8. 
Junior Topic: Jesus and the Sabbath Day. 
Memory Verses: Exod. 20: 8-11. 
Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: Our Day of Rest 
and Worship. 
Additional Material: Acts 20: 7; 1 Cor. 16:1, 2; Col. 
2: 16, 17. 
February ro. 
6. JESUS CHOOSES THE TWELVE. Mark 3: 7-35. Print 
Mark 3: 7-192. 
Golden Text: He appointed twelve, that they might be 
a him, and that he might send them forth to: preach.— 
ark 3: 14. 


OCTOBER 20, 1917 


Additional Material for Teachers: Matt. 10: 1-4; Luke 6: 
12-16; John 15 : 15-27. 

Primary Topic: Jesus Chooses Twelve Helpers. 

Intermediate Topic: The Twelve and What we Know about 


ep and Adult Topic: What it Means to Be a Disciple 


jus. 
Additional Material: Matt. 5: 13-16; 16: 24, 25; John 
17 : 6-26; 2 Tim. 4: 7, 8. 


February 17. 


7. JESUS TEACHING BY PARABLES—FOUR KINDS OF 
GROUND. Mark 4: 1- Print tI ° 
P Gelcen Text: Take + ati ET Le 
: 18, 
Additional Material for Teachers: Matt. $ 1-30, 36-43. 
Primary Topic: Jesus elling a Story ‘About . 3534. 
Memory Verse: Be ye doers ot the word.—James 1 : 22. 


February 24. , 
8 JESUS TEACHING BY PARABLES—THE GROWTH 
OF THE KINGDOM. Mark 4: 21-34. 
Golden.Text: The earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
ehovah, as the waters cover the sea.—Isa. 11 : 9. 
votional Reading: Isa. 11 : 1-10. 
Additional Material for Teachers: Matt. 13: 24-50; Isa. 
2: 2-4; Ezek. 47: 1-12; Rev. 21 : 1-8, 22-27; 22: 1-5. 
Primary Topic: Jesus Telling a Story About Growing. 
Lesson Material: Mark 4: 26-34. 
Memory Verse: Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and men.—Luke 2: rs 
Intermediate Topic: The Importance of Small ginnings. 
Memory Verses: Matt. 13: 31, 32. 
Additional Material: Matt. 13°: 24-50; Isa. 2: 2-4; 11: 
1-10; Rev. 21: 1-8. 


ed therefore how ye hear.—Luke 


March 3. 
9. JESUS BRINGING PEACE. Mark 4: 35 to 5: 20. Print 
Mark 4: 35-41; 5 :_15-20. “ 
Golden Text: Jehovah hath done great things for us; 
hereof we are glad.—Psa. 2 3. 
Devotional Reading: Psa. 147 : 1-5, 14-18. 
Additional Material for Teachers: Matt. 8: 23-34; Luke 
8 : 22-39; Matt. 14 : 22-33; Luke 9 : 37-43a. 
Primary Lesson Material: Mark 4: 35-41. ! 
Memory Verse: Even the wind and the sea obey him.— 
Mark 4: “- 
Intermediate Topic: Telling the Good News About the 
Prince of Peace. 
Memory Verse: Mark 5: 19. 


March 10. 

10. JESUS RESTORING LIFE AND HEALTH. (May be 
used with Missionary applications.) Mark 5: 21-43. 
Print stack 8 t 21-23, 35-43- i pod 

Golden Text: imself took our infirmities, and bare our 
diseases.— Matt. 8 : 17. 

Devotional Reading: Psa. 103 : 1-14. 

Additional Material for Teachers: Matt. 9: 27-35; Luke 7: 

11-16; 17: 11-19; John §: 1-9; 11 :.1-46; 1927-3 " 

Primary Topic: Jesus Restoring a Little Girl to Life. 

Memory Verse: Bless Jehovah, O my soal, 
And forget not all his benefits. 
—Psa. 103: 2. 

Intermediate Topic: Jesus the Giver of Life. 

Memory Verse: John 10: 10. 
Additional Material: Acts 3: 1-11; 9: 32-41. 

Senior and Adult: Topic: Medical Missions. 

March 17. 

11. JESUS SENDING FORTH THE TWELVE. (May be 
used with Missionary applications.) Mark 6: 1-31. 
Print Mark 6: 7-13, 30. , , 

Golden Text: Freely ye received, freely give.—Matt. 10 : 8. 
Devotional Readings: Rom. 10: 13-15; Isa. 40: 3-9. 
Additional Material for Teachers: Matt. 28 : 16-20; Acts 1: 

6-8; 2: 1-4; 16 * 10. 

Primary Topic: Jesus Feeding the Hungry. 

Lesson Material: Mark 6: 7-13, 30-44. 
Memory Verse: Give ye them to eat.—Mark 6: 37. 
Junior Memory Verse: Isa. 52: 7, 
Intermediate Topic: Messengers of Christ. 
Memory Verses: Matt. 28: 18-20. 
Additional Material: Acts 1 : 6-8. 
Senior and Adult Topic: The Power of the Gospel of Christ. 
Additional Material: Matt. 28: 16-20; Rom. 1: 16; 1 
Cor. 1: 17-31. 
March 24. 

12, JESUS MINISTERING TO THE MULTITUDE. Mark 
6: 32-56. Print Mark 6: 32-44. 

Golden Text: The Son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.—Matt. 20: 28. 

Devotional Reading: John 6: 35-40. 

Additional Material for Teachers: Exod. 16: 14-18; Matt. 

25 : 31-46; Luke 4: 16-21; Jas. 1: 27; Rev. 2: 17. 

Primary Topic: Jesus a Helper at all Times. f 

Memory Verse: Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid. 
—Mark 6: 50. 
Intermediate Topic: Helping the Needy. 
Additional Material: Matt. 25: itt: 
Senior and Adult Topic: Christian Philanthropies. 
See Additional Material for Teachers. 


March 31. 
13. ey oA JESUS OUR EXAMPLE IN SERVICE. Read 
1 


2 ¢ Sah, 
Golden Text: Have this mind in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus.—Phil. 2: 5 


Primary Topic: Jesus our Example in Helping Others. 
Memory Verse: Follow me.—Matt. 9: 9. 


Or, 
EASTER LESSON. 1 Cor. 15: Pe ; . 
Golden Text: Thanks be to God, who giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.—1 Cor. 15 : 57. 


The Second Quarter « letes the studi 
in the Gospel of Mark 


THIRD QUARTER. 


Studies in the Christian Life 
(July to September) 


The Aims of this Course 


This is the first of a series of brief topical studies 
of the Bible, which will prove, it is hoped, a pleasing 
and profitable feature of the Improved Uniform Les- 
sons. The aim is to induce the pupils to range through 
the entire Bible, and become acquainted with all the 
leading passages relating to each theme introduced, 
thus growing familiar with all parts of the Bible, 
and discovering the unity of the Book. To this end it 
is sought to select for each subject passages that com- 
prehend a great variety of truths, avoiding duplica- 
tions of thought except as these are involved in fa- 
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the lesson will 





LESSON FOR NOV. 4 (x Kings av : 1-21) 


mous passages that should be known by all, Many of 
these incl in the sections of “Additional Ma- 
terial for Teachers” and “Additional Material,” and 
the pupils will be interested in searching for still 
further Bible light on each topic. It is hoped that 
understood as including, for the 
older classes, all of the “Additional Material.” For 


the benefit of the younger classes story material ‘tn: 


each subject is pointed out, with different topics and 
with memory verses. The general titles, which unif 
the series, are comprehensive, and may be used in all 
teachers’ helps. The primary topics are more pic- 
turesque and the topics for the older classes are 
analytical. 

Summary of the Course 
- Beginni he Christian Life. 
& Reading God's Word. 
3. Praying to God. 
4. Obeying God. 

Growing Stronger. 

Fa Helping Others. 
ra Working in the Church. 
9. 





Speaking for Christ. 
ristian Giving. 
ro. Conquering Evil. ; 
11. Winning the World to Christ. 
12. Fruits of the Christian Life. ae 
13. Review: What it means to be a Christian. 


The following Lesson for July 7 gives an idea of 
the rich way in which this “Christian Life” series is 
handled: 

> ; july 7. 
I. BEGINNING THE. CRRISTIAN LIFE. John 1 : 35-51; 
t : ~34. Tin cts. 16 : 13-15, 25-34. 

Golden ‘Text: "He that will, let him take the water of life 

freely.—Rev. 22 : 17. 


Devotional Reading: John 1g : 4-16. 
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Turning the big guns upon the last 
¥ refuge of the, saloon argument 





‘Primary To ic: 


By Charles Stelzle *smi.sice. Toceee ot 
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Agiiienet Material for Teachers: Acts 2: 37-47; 8: 26-40; 


om, § : I-11 
and Trusting Jesus. 
Lesson Material: John 1 : 35-St- 
ape Verse: e love, because he first loved us.— 
1 John 4: 19. 
Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: The Christian Life 
How to I 


and 
Additional Material: Matt. 25 : 31-46; John 15 : 4-16. 
FOURTH QUARTER. 


rter commences a_ six-months’ 
course, runni rom the first of October through 
the following March, on “The Patriarchs and Early 
Leaders of. Israel: From Abraham to the Settlement 
in Canaan.” 

The first Lesson, for October 6, shows how the 
course will continue: 


The Fourth 


October 6. 


1. ABRAM LEAVING HOME, Gen. 12: 1-9. 
Golden Text: Be thou a blessing.—Gen. 12: 2. 
Devotional Reading: Heb. 12: oe. 
Aes Material for Teachers: Gen. 11 : 27-32; Heb. 
11: 8-10. 
Primary and eniee Topic: Abram Obeying God. 
Primary Memory Verse: All that Jehovah hath spoken 
will we do, and be obedient.—Exod. 24 : 7. 
Intermediate Topic: Leaving Home. 
Memory Verses: Gen. 12: 1, 2. 


Senior and Adult Topic: Heeding the Call to a Life of 


ice. 
Additional Material: Mark 10: 42-45; Acts 13: 1-4; 26: 
15-19. 


The entire twelve-months’ set of 1918 Improved Uniform 
, exactly as issued officially by the International 
Committee, may be had in convenient pamphiet 

- form, of a size for mailing in an envelope, from 

The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., at 
ies, $2 a hundred, or 3 cents for single 
copies, postpaid. 
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Isn’t the effort of government to safeguard the interests of the community or the state 
really a vindication of the justice of the Golden Rule as stated by Christ? Was there 
ever a finer statement of the limitations of personal liberty than this by Mr. Stelzle? 


as any other man—if not a little bit better. This 

is why the doctrine of “personal liberty” now 
being advanced so strenuously by the liquor men is 
gripping the man on the street. ; 

“Personal Liberty Leagues” have been organized 
by brewery workers and bartenders in nearly every 
city in the United States. Many thousands of work- 
ingmen have become identified with these organiza- 
tions simply because they have a conviction that 
others are trying to rob them of one of their inalien- 
able rights—the liberty to drink beer and whiskey in 
a saloon. 

As a matter of fact there is no such thing as an 
absolute individual right to do any particular thing, 
or to eat or drink any particular thing, or to enjoy 
the association of one’s own family, or even to live— 
if that thing is in conflict with the law of public 
necessity. 

If there is a big fire in your town and it is feared 
that the fire may spread over a considerable area, 
those in authority do not hesitate to dynamite the 
buildings surrounding the fire in order to stop its 
progress. Here public necessity requires the de- 
struction of property. ~ 

fa member of your family were afflicted with a 
highly contagious diseasé and sent to the pest house, 
or wherever such cases are cared for, you would 
not be permitted to call upon and minister to such a 
person no matter how much you might wish to do so. 

For many years not only the sale but the use of 
habit-forming drugs has been against the law. You 
may not use drugs because the law of public neces- 
sity demands that you as a member of society shall 
not injure yourself. 

A noted advocate of the liquor business recently 
said that he had as much right to drink a glass of 
whiskey as anybody else had to drink a cup of tea. 
We need not argue this point, but it is well to re- 
member in this connection that nobody has ever 
heard of a man who kiiled another man while he 
was under the influence of tea. 

Most of us imagine that a democracy is the sim- 
plest form of government. As a matter of fact it is 
the most complex form of government. The sim- 
plest form of government is that which places a 
despot upon the throne, giving him the right to cut 
off the head of every man who disagrees with him. 
In a democracy every man has exactly the same rights 
and privileges as every other man—but he must also 
accept the limitations of a democracy. 

The greater our civilization the more restricted be- 
come our liberties. We may exercise these liberties 
only in so far as they do not interfere with the lib- 
erties of our neighbors. If by taking certain action 
we injure either the person or property of our neigh- 


Ese American citizen thinks he -is as good 


bors, the law steps in and curtails our liberties. Our 
failure to perform certain duties has precisely the 
same effect. 

The workingman may not spend his own wages as 
he pleases if he has a wife and family to support— 
the law requires that he shall first of all take care of 
his family. Automobilists are compelled to observe 
certain traffic laws in order to safeguard the lives of 
pedestrians as well as to protect fellow-automobilists. 

You may not believe in education; but in most 
states you are compelled to send your children to 
school or to give them an education in some other 
way, because while these children belong to you they 
also belong to the state, and the state insists that they 
shall be educated. It is your duty to help to make 
your children good citizens, and the state helps you 
do this by providing public schools. 

You are compelled to keep your home and your 
back yard in a good sanitary condition. If you do 
not the Health Department steps in and makes it 
unpleasant for you. 

Yoy may not do with your own body as you please. 
Suppose you were to try to kill it—to commit suicide. 
If you succeeded the Bible says you will go to hell. 
If you fail, you will go to jail! 

‘But suppose to-morrow morning the conscription 
officer should come along and order you to go to the 
trenches in France where your precious body would 
probably be riddled with bullets. It does not matter 
what your personal convictions regarding peace may 
be—you will go 

This is so because in law and in civilization the first 
consideration is not the individual but society—and 
whatever is necessary to maintain the state is de- 
manded even at the sacrifice of life. It is for this 
reason that millions of men are going to war, horri- 
ble as war undoubtedly is. These men are determined 
to “make democracy safe” throughout the world. 

You may enjoy civic liberty only as you are willing 
to sacrifice your personal liberty. Every one of us is 
required to give up certain privileges for the com- 
mon good. But the giving up of these privileges con- 
stitutes a vast fund from which all of us draw. The 
net result is that each of us draws more from this 
common fund than we can possibly put into it, so 
that actually the giving up of certain things in a civil- 
ized community works no great hardship upon any 
individual. 

The doctrine of absolute liberty may be applied 
only when one is living in the wilderness far from 
civilization. Robinson Crusoe upon his island could 
do as he pleased. But when one morning he saw the 
footprints of his man Friday on the shore, Robinson 
Crusoe knew that his liberties were restricted. 

It is a comparatively easy thing for two persons 
to. live together in peace. It is much more difficult 


* 585 


for six people to live together in harmony—there are 
sO many more interests to be considered. 

But when one thinks of a great republic of one 
hundred million people there must instantly come to 
one’s mind the anarchy that would prevail were each 
of these one hundred million to do precisely as he 
pleased. Under such circumstances the doctrine of 

ersonal liberty must. seem like the philosophy of a 
yena, rather than that of a Christian civilization. 

The state goes so far as to tell you whom you may 
not marry. Suppose a white person were to select a 
negro for husband: or wife? Suppose a negro were 
to try to marry a white woman—what do you suppose 
would happen in some states? 

Neither may you marry an imbecile nor a lunatic, 
for by so doing you would injure society. 

Another orator for the saloonists recently said, 
“Society trusts you with the liberty to steal, the 
state trusts you with liberty to murder!” 

The orator might have finished his sentence by 
saying, “And whiskey will furnish you with the in- 
clination.” 

But does the state intrust men with liberty to kill? 
Suppose you were to try it? Is it not true that in 
every possible way the police department seeks to pre- 
vent men from killing one another? This is what the 
police department is for. 

The trade unionist should be the last man in the 
world to talk about the taking away of his “personal 
liberty.” Suppose his union should order him to go 
out on strike—would he dare disobey the order, no 
matter what his personal convictions may be? Sup* 
pose the rule of the union insisted that he work only 
eight hours a day—would he dare work an hour 
longer? Suppose the union declared that he shall not 
work with a non-union man—can you imagine the 
trade unionist saying that he will work with whom 
he pleases, no matter what the union or anybody else 
may say about it? : 

The trade unionist would undoubtedly answer, were 
you to question him regarding these matters, that - 
the labor organization insists upon the enforcement 
of these rules for the common good. And this is pre- 
cisely why some of us are trying to put the saloon out 
of business. Why can’t the trade unionist look upon 
the question of fighting the saloon as he does upon 
the wpeten of fighting the evils in the economic 
world? 

Some time ago the writer appeared béfore a State 
Industrial Commission to protest against the request 
of a certain steel company for exemption from the 
operation of a law requiring one day’s rest in seven 
for all employees. At this hearing the representa- 
tive of the steel company declared that the men 
wanted to work seven days a week, and therefore 
they had a right to do so. 

But it has always been possible to secure signatures 
protesting against reform measures even from those 
who would be most directly benefited by these re- 
forms. It is said that at the time of our Civil War 
ten thousand slaves signed a petition protesting 
against freedom to the negro race. Young children 
in cotton mills have signed petitions that they be per- 
mitted to work. Women in certain industries that 
require them to work sixteen hours a day have 
pleaded with the Legislature to permit them to work 
as long as they wished. 

If this were merely a matter of the rights or the 
welfare of the directly concerned individuals, the 
question might be limited to such, and it might be 
more simple. But it is as true in the industrial field 
po is anywhere else that “no man liveth unto him- 
self. 

Permission granted to the men in one industry to 
violate the one-day-rest-in-seven law would jeopar- 
dize the interests of vast numbers of working people 
in other industries, who are working only six days 
per week, ; 

The fact that men in the steel plant in question 
were permitted to work seven days a week was in 
part responsible for the fact that there were hun- 
dreds of saloons in this comparatively small town. 
Twenty of these were just outside one of the main 
entrances of this plant, and men stood five deep 
completely exhausted after the day’s work whiting 
for the artificial stimulant that liquor provides. The 
continuous labor of these workingmen lowered their 
resistance and made them poorer fathers and citizens. 

Just as the seven-day week not only injures the 
workingman himself, but his family and the state, and 
because of this the state has the right te prevent that 
man from working seven days a week, and so save 
the state and the man, so the state has the right 
to deprive men of the right to operate and patronize 
saloons, because by so doing they injure not only 
themselves but everybody else. 

The law forbids you from dressing in your wife’s 
clothes, and forbids her dressing in yours. Under cer- 
tain conditions you cannot shoot game in your own 
woods, or fish for trout in your own streams, nor 
smoke a pipe in your own factory. You have no per- 
sonal liberty to sell what you may have a personal 
liberty to drink. You may eat your cat, but you can- 
not sell cat meat. You may drink watered milk, 
goats’ milk or pigs’ milk, but you cannot sell it. You 
may read impure literature but you cannot sell it to 
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somebody else. But even in these particulars the law 
often restricts men. 

When a man drinks whiskey and thereby poisons 
himself he may compel the state either to cure him 
or to support him. Or else he makes the rest of us 
pay for the expense of maintaining him because he 
— be dangerous when at 9 e are often.asked 
to bury such men when they die. Therefore, it is our 
business if men drink, and we have a right to re- 
strict them under certain conditions. 

When the saloon destroys a man’s body and soul 
it becomes a menace to society; and when it is de- 
creed by a majority vote—and that is the way we 
settle matters in this country—that,the saloon must 
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go, it will go no matter what men may think about 
the loss of their personal liberty. We accept this 
principle in every other eye mes in life. Why 
not accept it in regard to the saloon 

If some men think that there is no other place un- 
der heaven in which they can drink liquor except 
the saloon, and if they insist upon their personal lib- 
erty in order to carry out their desires, they are ask- 


- ing thousands of men and women to make a greater 


sacrifice and to suffer infinitely more bécause the 
saloon is licensed, than they would suffer or sacrifice 
were they to give up their rights to patronize the 
saloon. ~ 

New York City. 
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How Europe is Handling the Liquor Traffic 


Is England as far-seeing as the Continent in her treatment of the drink evil in war? 
By Margaret Wintringer *cincnis Movement 





Although it is against the law of the United States to sell a drink to a man in an 

American uniform, the soldier boys of this country face no such restrictions when 

they reach the European fighting front. The Prohibition forces of America are recom- 

mending the adoption by fall conferences and conventions of a resolution like this: 

“ Resolved, also, that we petition our President to propose joint war prohibition to 

all Allies that are looking to us for money and grain, neither of which should we allow 
to be wasted in drink that imperils the common cause.” 


of which is instantly grasped when it is 

spoken in Great Britain or on the Contment. 
It refers to government control or even ownership of 
the liquor traffic. The issue of “nationalization” has 
been forced upon the belligerent nations by the neces- 
sity of having a sober soldiery during the World 
War. Upon such topics as this there is no better 
informed authority than Miss Margaret Wintringer, 
who contributed to the columns of The Sunday 
School Times last winter the remarkable series of 
articles under the general title of “The Malicious 
Neutral of Europe.” 


The article below is a luminous reply by Miss 
Wintringer to the following query of a Sunday 
School Times reader in Philadelphia who is seeking 
light upon European “nationalization” : 

“In discussing Mr. Gibboney’s theory in regard to 
prohibition, I have been told that Great Britain is 
gradually buying out the liquor dealers; also France, 
and that Russia banished vodka in the same manner ; 
‘even heathen China pursued this policy in regard to 
opium’! I shall be very glad if you can find out the 
truth in regard to this matter, and reply either direct 
to me or through The Sunday School Times.” 


ON] oi which is instant is a word the meaning 


It is true that in pre-war times Russia, France, and 
several other countries experimented with some form 
of government ownership of the liquor traffic. But 
the tendency of all war legislation has been toward 
prohibition as the solution of a problem which is 
harassing all the belligerent nations. Moreover it 
must be borne in mind that every measure of nation- 
alization enacted by any government has been as an 
alternative from prohibition and always an effort to 
save the traffic from threatened extermination as well 
as an effort to perpetuate drink as a source of reve- 
nue. To the Traffic, nationalization is as the shadow 
of a rock in a dry land. 

In 1905, by virtue of his autocratic power as Czar 
of Russia, Nicholas closed one hundred thousand 
vodka shops and took over the retail sale of vodka, 
incidentally to diminish drunkenness, but as Jhis 
ukase declared, it was “To increase the revenue.” 
No claim for compensation was allowed nor was any 
purchase money paid. As Joseph Malins tersely 
puts it, “It was not State purchase but State appro- 
priation.” 

By the exercise of the same autocratic power the 
Czar could at that time have proclaimed the pro- 
hibition of the liquor traffic, as he did later, and have 
saved Russia twenty years of suffering, the govern- 
ment losing only the liquor taxes and license fees. 
But through nationalizing the traffic, the consump 
tion of liquor increased 24,000,000 gallons in a single 
year, one million men died annually from alcoholic 
excess, according to a statement made by M. Tchett- 
cheff, in the Russian Duma, in January, 1911; vil- 
lages previously without vodka shops were forced te 
submit to its sale, and the vodka traffic was more 
firmly fastened upon the people. The government not 
only had to lose license feés and liquor taxes, but 
sales profits; to dispossess two hundred thousand 
State liquor employes and dismantle twenty-five 
thousand State liquor shops. In Russia at least, na- 
tionalization did not pave the way for prohibition but 
made prohibition more difficult. 

_In France through a series of years a somewhat 
similar experience resulted. Not only the alarming 
increase in alcoholism, the ravages of absinthe, but 


her attitude as an international foe to prohibition, are 
chargeable to the political powers given the guild 
formed by the distilling industry. Since the war, the 
government has acquired the stocks of alcohol accu- 
mulated by the big distilleries, and prohibited the 
manufacture and sale of absinthe, but it finds the 
road to drastic legislation aimed at strong spirits 
blocked by the same blundering policy which failed 
in time of peace. Compensation to those who would 
suffer from the prohibition of absinthe was ques- 
tioned and was dropped from the bill on the under- 
standing that it should not be taken to mean that all 
possibility of obtaining compensation was excluded. 
The sentiment against any considerable financial re- 
imbursement assured the minimum of compensation. 

The unfurling of the flag of local prohibition, 
through the introduction of a local option bill in the 
Reichstag in 1908, led immediately to agitation for 
a State liquor monopoly by the Opposition, but the 
effort of the German government during the war has 
been toward restriction and some measure of pro- 
hibition: “Near” prohibition during mobilization, 
prohibition of manufacture and sale of spirits as a 
beverage. (Early in the- war distilleries of the privi- 
leged class were excepted, but all such exemptions 
have been withdrawn.) Prohibitory powers have 
been given the authorities, and in some precincts this 
power has been used to prohibit beer, while in man 
districts it has decreed certain beerless days pow 4 
week for civilians. 

In Great Britain, nationalization is a _ liquor 
dealers’ proposition—advanced by the brewers when 
prohibition seemed imminent because of the revela- 
tions of the famous Government White Papers con- 
cerning the disastrous effect of drink upon the out- 
put of shipbuilding and munitions. Though never 
openly considered in Parliament and opposed by the 
majority of temperance people, the proposal served 
its purpose in diverting public sentiment and block- 
ing war prohibition which was confidently expected 
and would have been accepted by the peopie. 


Later all the patent still distilleries that could be 


profitably utilized were taken over by the Govern- 
ment for war purposes, some at a rental, others 
through purchase. But the sale of spirits has never 
been prohibited. 

State control of the liquor traffic in all munitions 
areas was established in May, 1915, through the 
passage of the Defense of the Realm Act. When 
the measure was before Parliament mych opposition 
was expressed to granting the Government power to 
sell liquor and to take over liquor premises. The bill 
was not passed until Mr. Lloyd George gave most 
emphatic assurance that there should not be national- 
ization and a solemn pledge to the House that the 
power to sell should be used as little as possible, and 
purchase of liquor premises should only be made 
when absolutely demanded by necessity. 

According to the terms of the bill the Government 
cannot conduct any business for the sale of liquor 
for more than twelve months after the war is ended. 

Influenced by the charge that opponents of the 
measure were obstructing legislation necessary to the 
speedy termination of the war, and in view of Mr. 
Lloyd George’s promise to “keep an inventory” of all 
his pledges and “honor the document,” in June, 1915, 
the Central Control Board ofthe liquor traffic was 
created, with power to control the sale of liquor; to 
prohibit the sale, except by themselves; to prohibit 
treating; to establish refreshment rooms, to acquire 
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premises, voluntarily or arbitrarily; to acquire busi- 
nesses ; to t excise licenses and other powers. 

During the first six months no wet canteens were 
established, though a number of canteens were per- 
mitted at munitions works conducted as clubs, where 
intoxicating liquors were supplied to members. Then 
ordinary beer was sold in some of the canteens pro- 
vided by the Minister of Munitions, Mr. oyd 
George, and in all the Board’s canteens a beer said 
to contain only two percent. of alcohol was sold at 
any time without restriction. Later still, the Central 
Control Board bought over all the liquor premises 
in the three munitions areas which the Government 
had acquired on the Scotch border, and public 
houses are now being run under Government man- 
agement, while shipbuilding and munitions output 
are still retarded by drink. 

The personnel of the Board includes three brewers, 
two total abstainers, and one prohibitionist. Its 
members have steadily refused the many petitions 
from those in and those outside temperance organi- 
zations, to try out prohibition in some one or more 
of the areas under its control. With a single excep- 
tion, the members of the Central Control Board 
whom I interviewed were much prejudiced against 
and quite ignorant concerning the effect of prohibi- 
tion in the United States. 

Great Britain may be said to be the only nation 
that has from the beginning of the war chosen regu- 
lation rather than restriction or any measure of pro- 
hibition ;—regulating when, where, how, and what 
liquors should be sold, and until threatened with fam- 
ine placing no restriction upon output or quantity 
sold and evading even temporary or partial prohibi- 
tion. Her tendency is toward nationalization, which 
her discerning students and statisticians believe will 
fasten the liquor traffic upon her people permanently. 
Her course will therefore be watched with interest. 


CHICAGO. 








How the Date and the Lesson 
Link Arms 


By the Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, D.D. 
Superintendent, the International Reform Bureau, Inc. 
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Shh best possible date and the most apropos les- 
son possible have been selected by the Lesson 
Committee for World’s Temperance Sunday this 
year. 

The date, November 4, is favorable because it,pre- 
cedes election day, and also because it is the day 
when all over the land there will be celebrations of 
the inauguration of prohibition, on November 1, in 
the only national capital in the world where the sale 
of all intoxicating beverages will then be forbidden. 

The lesson, “Defeat Through Drunkenness” (1 
Kings 20: 1-21), is a keen argument for war prohibi- 
tion, for it is the ominous story of thirty-three allies 
defeated by one nation with a much smaller army be- 
cause the allied generals, at the time of attack, were 
“drinking themselves drunk in their huts”’—mani- 
festly a very different kind of huts from those the 
Y. M. C. A. manages for the moral welfare of sol- 
diers in our camps. Those Syrian “huts” were more 
like the “canteens” found in all European armies, 
save the Russian. These “canteens” and the rum 
rations given out are largely responsible for the fact, 
stated to me by the chief of police of the national 
capital, that a million men in the European armies 
are rotting in hospitals with vice diseases to which 
drink has lured them. 

The sober princes of Samaria-defeated the drunken 
kings of Syria and its allies, despite great super- 
iority in numbers. 

I write to call attention to two sequels to the story 
which should be considered in adult classes. and 
seniors, namely, that this same Samaria forgot the 
warning after a few centuries, and Isaiah (28: 1-7) 
tells her people that their drunkenness has fore- 
doomed them to defeat by the Assyrians: “Woe unto 
the crown of pride of the drunkards of Ephraim, 
whose glorious beauty is as a fading flower.” 

Nor did the. Assyrians learn anything from the 
tragedy from which they profited, for Babylon their 
chief city was overcome by the Persians because Bel- 
shazzar and his people were “drinking themselves 
drunk” in the very sacramental cups his father had 
stolen from the temple at Jerusalem. 

These three tragedies are but samples of the fall 
of dead and dying nations, which die, not of free 
trade or free silver, but of free love; never of cur- 
rency, seldom of conquest, but usually of moral 
cancer. ; 

In these days of war, which commonly increases 
intemperance, impurity, gambling, and Sabbath- 
breaking, intelligent patriots will remember that even 
more than abundant munitions, the secret of victory 
is the “morale” of the army and the people—a word 
that includes morals and..character and esprit de 
corps, with emphasis on the spirit. 


Wasurneton, D. C. 
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Then there is a mad rush, and a cry of 
** Le facteur! quel bonheur! ”’ 








(74 E FACTEUR, quel bonheur! quel bonheur! 
L The postman, what 2% what joy!” 
e 


This is the cry o Belgian soldier at the_ 


‘front, and so familiar has it become in the army that 


they have incorporated it into their stationery, and 
many letters which we receive are written upon this 
paper with these words at the top and a picture un- 
derneath of the military postman dealing out parcels 
and letters to the soldiers crowding around him, 
while the cry is borne to the men farther away, and 
in the picturé they are seen scampering from .every 
direction towards the center of attraction. 

“We soldiers are only great children,” writes one 
man, “and you cannot dream of the joy that a parcel 
or a letter brings to us.” . 

I remember reading not long ago of a military 
postman who became so grieved at the sight of dne 
poor French soldier who day after day came to him 
wistfully demanding a letter and parcel, which never 
came, that the poor soldier postman himself at reg- 
ular intervals brought his comrade a letter or a 
parcel contributed by himself. 

Ten thousand Belgian soldiers were touched to the 
very innermost of their spirits by the gifts of Ameri- 
can friends to them last Christmas. Their subsequent 
letters so revealed to us the hunger of their starved 
natures that we said whatever the cost and what- 
ever the sacrifice to ourselves we would redouble our 
efforts for the next year and beseech our friends 
also to redouble theirs. 

In August of this year we placed an order from 
funds we have in hand for thirty-two thousand 
Christmas boxes, twenty-five thousand of which will 
go to the Belgian soldiers at the front and. seven 
thousands to interned Belgian soldiers in Germany. 

We have crossed the perilous seas, as already told 
in the October 6, 1917, number of The Sunday School 
Times, to-bring to our friends in America a personal 
appeal that these thirty-two thousand Christmas 
boxes, already ordered, and in the ordering of which, 
we may remark in passing, our treasury has been 
about emptied, may be doubled or trebled. We trust 
to be back again in London before Christmas, and if 
it be the will of the One whose good hand has been 
so leading us all the way, we hope to have a personal 
share in the distribution of these boxes at the front. 

It may not be beside the point to say that in the 
enlargement of our work on the other side, in the 
carrying on of which six capable secretaries are em- 
ployed, sending out from five hundred to a thousand 
letters a week to the men at the front,’and also in 
taking charge of the large “foyer” or rest-room 
which we have just opened for the Belgian soldiers 
in connection with our offices, a thousand dollars 
must be expended every month; and this is iy addi- 
tion to the cost of the hundreds of Testaments and 
Gospels sent out each week. 

But this Christmas time expenditure we feel is an 
investment for the future. It is not only to bring 
joy and new hope to thousands of hungry-hearted 
boys, but there is a deeper purpose in it all. After 
the war, if our Lord tarries, we trust that we may 
share in a work of evangelization for Belgium, and 
we know well that hearts will be made _ tender 
and open to the reception of the Gospel at the 
recollection of all that was done for the soldiers 
during their time of greatest privation and need. 

The boxes that we hope to send out this Christmas 
will be-similar to those sent out last year, each one 
containing articles like chocolate, baked beans, meat- 
paté, jam, and so forth, and, of course, a copy of the 
Word of God and a little booklet containing the 
Truth, this last contributed by different societies and 
individual friends. 

“But are you not teaching these men to depend upon 
gifts and will they not eventually exploit your kind- 
ness?” I hear some one asking. I have before me 
a letter written by one of our most intelligent and 
devoted Christian boys. We have known him many 
months, and once in a letter he asked us for the 
gift of a khaki undershirt. If you, dear readers of 
The Sunday School Times, could see the poverty of 
the wardrobe of the average Belgian soldier you 
would realize how a man of cleanly habits, accus- 
tomed to all the amenities of life and deprived of 
these so long, would suffer. We hastily complied 
with the request of this friend of ours—but the gift 
was scarcely dispatched before we received a second 
letter from him, which must have been written only 
a matter of a few hours after the first one. Said he: 


“Please forgive me for my letter and for the re- 
quest that I made in it.... 

“T feel very much ashamed and ask your pardon. 
You have for me the sweetest of all virtues of friend- 
ship—indulgence—while I have nothing but re- 





When the Postman Appears at the: Belgian Front | 


By Edith Fox Norton 





There were 10,000 Protestants in Belgium before the war, 

to- reliable authority. 
Ralph C. Norton, the 
Times in a marvelously fruitful evangelistic work among Bel- 


: 
: 


“In my opinion,” said Dr. A. C. Dixon, pastor of Spur- 
"e’Tebiemetie ts London, “God is working mesa mighe- 
iste Heliies Goer Gah tay dar glow ebang Oe 

armies of the A 
Two thousand and Testaments are going out 
from the headquarters of the British and 


ied Soldiers’ Evangelistic Campaign, the Nortons’ i- 
zation, and one-third of these go to new men. 

The Nortons have been able to minister so miracul 
to soul need because they have had respect to temporal need. 
They have not been satished merely to say to the destitute 
trooper, “ in peace; be ye warmed and filled.” 
They proved their-faith by their works in sending out, last 
year, as the result of the generosity of American Christians, 
10,000 “ Christmas boxes.” 

This year 32,000 of these boxes are about to be shipped. 
Week Se Sone Sas entas Se ppealing story on 

or 


a. 


returns “ void" to God. , It has already doubled the Pro- 
testantism of Belgium. The Nortons are in the homeland 
in the interest of enlisting co-operation in extending their work. 
They can accept a limited number of invitations te tell their 
thrilling story, 

If you, readers of The Sunday School Times and friends 
of the enterprise, will send your gifts to the Editor of The 
Sunday School Times, C. G. Trumbull, who is Treasurer 
of this evangelistic fund, at 1031 Walnut Street, they will be 
devoted to extending still further this notable work of grace. 








proaches for myself when I think of the way I have 


_treated you.... 


“Order me what your heart dictates in the way of 
punishment and I will obey you. There is only one 
kind of punishment that I could not bear, and that 
would be for your friendship towards me to be- 
come cold. 

“ALBEat S., 
“Foyer du Soldat Protestant, 
“Camp d’Auvours.” 


And it was not a crime this boy had committed 
against us, only the request for an undershirt! 

I should like also to share with you, true friends 
of the Belgian soldier, two or three letters from 
men to whom your boxes will go: 


“My Dear Brothers in Christ:—I have a serious 
problem to solve, and I have prayed to the Holy 
Spirit to guide me. 

“I have told you already that I belong to an old 
Catholic family. My brother-in-law is an officer in 
the Dutch army, and it is through him that I re- 
ceive letters from my family in invaded Belgian. 

“T had told my father about the religion which I 
had taken as mine; that is, the true Protestant re- 
ligion. He answered that if I denied the religion of 
my fathers, he in his turn would deny me. He is 
very autocratic, and I shall never succeed in making 
him understand that he is in the wrong. 

“It is hard indeed to grieve my parents, and to 
raise an insurmountable barrier between them and me, 
but I think it is harder still to offend God, the 
Almighty Father, and to refuse the true light which 
He sheds. 

“Knowing so well my father’s character, I know 
that he will never pardon me—but I will do my duty 
towards God. 

“I hope, dear brothers, that you will be so kind as 
to advise me about what I am to do, and whatever 
may be your advice, I will act on it, trusting to 
Providence for the future. 

“Your respectful and obedient servant in Christ. 

“JosepH F.” 


And here is another, a dear child of God interned 
in Holland since the beginning of the war, and as the 
result of his terrible sufferings last winter, confined 
as the soldiers are in barracks with no fire and scanty 
food, he is near death’s door: 


_“My Dear Friends:—Nearly a week has gone by 
since I received your letter on June 12 last. I have also 
received a parcel of Testaments in Flemish and one 


‘\ 


in Esperanto from the Esperanto Association at the 
camp. I am so very grateful to you for them. 
Don’t be surprised, dear friends, if you should hear 
one day or other that I am dead. I am very weak, 
expectorate blood, and the least thing I eat gives me 
indigestion, but I am always confident in our Lord 
—<_ Christ, and I am sure that He would not let 
is servants die until they have finished their work. 

I am always praying that he will let me die, for then 
I shall be happy. I am sending you again some 
membership cards, and close my letter in the hope of 
hearing.from you shortly. I remain your faithful 
friend in Jesus Christ, our great Saviour. 
' “Tueo. N.” 


The final letter is from a man older than these 
others, and because of physical weakness compelled 
to do,work back of the lines. His physical weakness 
has reacted upon his spirit, and although he wrote to 
us earlier, expressing thanks for “all this great joy, 
peace, and happiness of belonging to the only true 
religion,” later on he became almost despairing as 
the following letter shows: 


“When I see the British and French soldiers here, 
I cannot help envying their happiness, for they can 
correspond with their families and take every leave 
that is granted them; and, too, when they are here I 
see them going out gay and contentedg They have 
all they want; they buy butter at eight to ten francs 
a pound ... while I have to eat my bread dry, drink 
only coffee, and can only get out on Sunday after- 
noons. 

“Whatever place I apply for I am told that I am 
‘too weak and ill,’ and recently the military doctor 
said to me: ‘My friend, you must get some cod liver 
oil and something to fortify you.’ With the two 
shillings I get a week, you can easily work out how 
many pints of cod liver oil I can buy! So I had to 
content myself and fortify myself with a little 
tincture of iodine and some throat lozenges! after 
spitting blood twice in five weeks. 

“At present I am getting along all right, but if at 
any time I was ordered to leave Ba and to go back 
to my company, I would refuse, preferring death or 
prison to working, as I am considered too ill for all 
other work that I might take an interest in and where 
I could earn a little more, so as to be able to get 
strengthening food to fortify me. I am _ nearly 
thirty-nine, and was called up on August 4, 1914, 
since when I have had no news of my family. 

“Again I must ask you, Mr. and Mrs. Norton, not 
to send me anything whatever, because I have taken 
the liberty to write all this... 

“Please excuse what I have written in my letter, 
it was written under the stress of discouragement 
too great to be borne. It was over a law voted by 
the Belgian ministers, with regard to soldiers at the 
front. Those who are actually in the trenches will 
get one franc a day for each day in the trenches; 
they will get half of this when they-are paid at the 
end of the week; the other half at the end of the war. 

“In consequence, all the men who are doing impor- 
tant work at the front, but who are not in the 
trenches, will have nothing but their bare pay. 

“On the other hand all those who, like me, are no 
longer fit to go into the trenches because of wounds 
or illnesses occasioned by the terrible war, wifl have 
just their tiny pay and will have nothing at all from 
the day of demobilization after the war.” 


Bitter is this letter, and yet it is nothing compared 
to some of the letters we have received, but this 
dear man, when we had written to him again, and, 
despite his protest, had sent him money for th@ cod 
liver oil he needed, wrote us again so contritely de- 
ploring his depression and assuring us he had com- 
mitted himself anew to Christ and was trusting Him 
for peace. 

Now a closing word from one of our workers: 


“So you are going to America! May I ask you to 
tell your friends there, or rather our friends, of the 
admiration which I and my comrades at the front 
feel for their jealous interest in the souls and also 
in the material needs of so many exiles, the victims 
of a formidable attack upon a people whose only de- 
sire was to live peacefully. God will reward them.” 


Might I add that gifts of a dollar or more up to 
any amount into thousands will be applied at once 
to the securing of more boxes. We would suggest 
that the gifts be sent in quickly, and as they come in 
orders will be cabled to London, so that a larger 
number of boxes may be prepared in time for ship- 
ping to the front; and, once more, in the words of 
the Belgian soldier, “God will reward you.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Seven Chapters of History’s Miracle-Nation 


Has Israel fulfilled her fourfold mission ? 





“ 


a handful, scattered for two thousand six hun- 

dred years, and especially for the last nineteen 
centuries among all nations precisely according to 
the warning uttered by Moses when the tribes were 
about to enter the land covenanted ‘to their ancestor 
Abraham; without a national home; without a capi- 
tal or the smallest semblance: of national organiza- 
tion; without a temple or a priesthood, the Jews have 
yet maintained their blood in its patriarchal separa- 
tion, and have defied the centuries to assimilate them 
with the nations among whom they have lived. 

The subject of despotisms, of constitutional mon- 
archies, and the citizens of republics, the Jew has 
never plotted against the government under which he 
lived, even though often cruelly persecuted. If 
given the opportunity to participate in the national 
or commercial affairs of any of the nations the icv 
has in all such ways joined his talent, always marked, 
to the common effort. But he has remained always 
himself—an Israelite. Even the covert corruption of 
his ancient faith through the more modern influences 
of the evolutionary hypothesis and of the higher 
criticism has not, as yet at least, sufficed to draw him 
from that proud historic consciousness which spoke 
for one bitter moment in the retort of Disraeli: 
“I will tell the noble lord, who is the accident of an 
accident, thatgn the veins of the meanest Jew flows 
the blood of Abraham, compared to which the blood 
of the noble lord is ditchwater.” And this race con- 
sciousness is equally felt by a Rothschild, and by a 
pushcart vender in the ghetto. 

But this preservation through so many centuries 
and under circumstances so adverse is unique. It 
stands alone. The Jew does not belong to a family 
of peoples of like experience. There is no other. 
yA this fact alone stamps upon the fact the token 
of a great miracle constantly renewed. Down the 
centuries, scattered everywhere, the Jew is, like the 
starry heavens above, a proof of the being of God 
and of the unseen but never withdrawn hand of God. 
The story of the Jew is the book of Esther pro- 
jected through the centuries. In that book the name 
of God does not appear, but in no book is his sleep- 
less watchcare, his powerful intervention, more mani- 
fest. 


The Wonder of the Double Miracle! 


And along with the living miracle, and explaining 
it, is the written miracle. For the strange story of 
the Jew was written before it was lived. Sometimes 
in elaborate detail, sometimes in broad outline, some- 
times hidden from the unspiritual in type and figure, 
sometimes spoken out with amazing brevity . and 
almost cruel frankness, the pen of the Prophet tells 
that which the Israelite will do. And this foretell- 
‘Ing is so long before the event that no mere exercise 
of judgment upon existing facts, no mere lucky 
guess, will account for the exact correspondence be- 
tween the prediction and the event. The prophet 
writes, lays down the pen, and is gathered to his 
fathers. The slow ages unfold and run their ap- 
pointed courses and nothing happens. And then 
God’s appointed time arrives: the thing foretold 
comes to pass with utter literalness, never in some 
so-called “spiritual” sense. When the iniquity of 
Israel in the land is full, and the divine warnings 
forgotten or set at naught, the predicted thing comes 
to pass. The nation goes away into captivity. <A 
remnant returns, for a thing must come to pass in 
Bethlehem of Judah, which cannot therefore come to 
pass elsewhere on the whole earth. And when the 
“due time” came an Emperor who knew naught of 
the old Hebrew prophecy caused the world of men 
to be enrolled, that a Jewish carpenter and his vir- 
gin wife might be in Bethlehem at the appointed hour 
in the horologe of God. 

And the especial significance of this literalness of 
fulfilment lies in the fact that a great body of Israel- 
itish prophecy remains to be yet fulfilled. The high- 
est exaltation of Israel in her regathering from the 
present dispersion to ‘the land eternally given in 
covenant to Abraham and his seed; in the national 
conversion and establishment of Jerusalem as the 
spiritual center of humanity—these remain to be ful- 
filled. The greatest of all obstaclés to a true under- 
standing of the Scriptures is the traditional attempt, 
originating in Rome, and carried over into Protestant 
theology, to “spiritualize” Jewish prophecy and apply 
it to the Christian Church. ~The result is hopeless 
confusion. 

It is the only history set down by the pen of in- 
spiration, and therefore the only history which is 
absolutely true. All other historic record, while pre- 
serving a general correctness in the order of events, 


T:: Jew is the miracle of history. Reduced to 
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is colored by flattery, invention, or prejudice. The 
story of Israel on the contrary is austere, and in- 
flexibly veracious. It is the record which a holy 
God has kept of a people chosen by Himself, and 
living under His especial protection because charged 
with a great and unique mission to the other peoples 
of the earth. But never does His favor make light 
of Israel’s sins. The inspired history goes along 
with high moral judgments; and transgressions, na- 
tional or individual, despite long forbearance, meet 
with unsparing chastisements. Nothing is concealed. 
Imagine Gentile history written with utter, unsparing 
truthfulness! No life can bear that light. 

But the chastisements never go the length of the 
abrogation of the great covenants of Jehovah, nor 
of the abandonment of the divine purpose in the out- 
calling of that people from the mass of men. If the 
story of Israel is to be rightly understood that pur- 
pose must be held steadily in mind. It is fourfold— 
(1) to witness to the unity of God as against panthe- 
ism and<idolatry (Deut. 6:4, with Isa. 43: 10-12) ; 
(2) to illustrate to the nations the blessedness of 
that people whose God is Jehovah (Deut. 33: 26-29; 
1 Chron. 17:20, 21; Psa. 144:15); (3) to receive, 
preserve, and transmit the Scriptures (Deut. 4: 5-8; 
Rom. 3:1, 2); and (4) to produce, as to his human- 
ity, the Messiah, the incarnate Son of God. 

It is remarkable—one great element of the miracle 
indeed—that, failing in all else, Israel did not fail 
in the great fourfold purpose. In the midst of the 
universal idolatry or pantheism Israel bore her 
testimony to her great charge, “Hear, O Israel: the 
Lord our God is one Lord” (Deut. 6: 4) ; and in her 
long history, whenever Israel has walked with God, 
His favor in all temporal blessings has attracted uni- 
versal attention. 

The Scriptures also, written by the hand of the 
Jew, and preserved by his care even though unfolding 
the story of his sins and failures, remain. And in 
the midst of a.remnant of Israel appeared the Son 
and Christ of God, Son of man, Son of Abraham, 
Son of David. 

Jewish history, past, present, and future, falls into 
seven well-defined epochs. 

The first of these, comprising slightly more than 
six centuries, extends from the call of Abram, and 
the unconditional covenant of Jehovah with him, to 
the Exodus (Gen. 12:1 to Exod. 12: 51). 

The Abrahamic Covenant unconditionally granted 
to that patriarch seven great favors of which the last 
the well-known evangelic promise, “In thee shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed,” is the greatest. 

Under this covenant the family became twelve 
tribes, but the period closed with the enslavement of 
those tribes in Egypt. 

The second period, that of the Exodus, extends 
from the deliverance of the tribes from Egyptian 
bondage to their establishment in the land and the 
failure of the national unity under the Judges 
(Exod. 1:1 to Judges 21:25). The great Scripture 
of this period is Deuteronomy 30: 1-10. 

The third period covers the time of the Kings, 
from Saul to Zedekiah. In this long and important 
epoch the notable events are the ministry of the 
— writing prophets, and the establishment of the 

avidic Covenant, confirmed by the oath of Jehovah, 
and yet to be fulfilled in the reign of Jests Christ 
the Son of David (2 Sam. 7: 4-17; Psa. 89: 3, 20-37; 
Acts 15: 13-17). 

The fourth period, that of the Captivities, followed, 


. destroyed and the 


By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 





ex ing in the larger sense to the present time; 
and for these Esther, Daniel, and Ezekiel should be 


s 

The fifth period, that of the restoration of a rem- 
nant out of Judah to the land, has been much mis- 
conceived. e restoration, seventy years after the 
captivity of Judah began, and extending to the year 
seventy of the Christian era when, as predicted by 
Christ (Matt. 24:1-4), the city and vag A were 

ews again dispersed, been 
called “The Second Hebrew Commonwealth.” It was 
in no sense that, for, from the conquest by Nebuchad- 
nezzar to the present moment Jerusalem has been 
“trodden under foot of the Gentiles.” The remnant 
of Judah returned when yet the genealogies were 
preserved, that Christ might be born in the land and 
7 mae of the tribe of Judah, and tamily of 

avid. 

The sixth period extends from the final dispersion 
A. D. 70 to the yet future regathering, conversion, 
and restoration of the whole nation to the land— 
not of Judah and Benjamin only, the “Jews,” but of 
“all Israel” (Rom. 11:25, 26). 

And this restoration, the seventh period of Israel’s 
history, is, as yet, written only in the glowing de- 
scriptions of prophets whose words have in great 
part already received the incontestable authentication 
of exact and literal fulfilment. The fourth and fifth 
books of the Psalms (Psalms 90 to 150) literally 

low with the joy of restored and converted Israel. 

he same exultant joy pulsates in the predictive 
passages of the post-exilic prophets, Haggai, Zecha- 
riah, and Malachi. 

When the pen of inspiration shall write the story 
of Israel in dispersion it will be realized that, black _ 
as are many pages of Gentile history, the blackest 
records the treatment during the sixth, or present, 

ewish epoch of the scattered people of God. It will 

the sternest of the Divine indictments of Gentile- 
dom, for, of all the national crimes of the Gentiles” 
the persecutions of the Jews had least excuse (Gen. 
12:3; Deut. 30:7; Isa. 14:1, 2; Joel 3:1-8; Micah 
5:7-9; Hab. 2:22; Zech. to: 0-2). 

The seventh period is wholly prophetic, wholly 
glorious. It is the age to come, when Israel will be 
associated with Jesus-Messiah in the thousand years’ 
reign—the kingdom covenanted to David and his 
seed, described by prophet and psalmist in strains of 
eloquence which as mere literature surpass any other 
writing. For when that theme comes before the 
prophet’s vision, he dips his pen in molten gold and 
purple. 

And yet the lofty strains are used to describe the 
effect upon human life of simple right doing, and of 
the inflexible, inevitable, overtaking of wrong-doing 
with exact justice. It is an age neither of law nor 
of grace. One personal will, the King’s, is applied to 
the actions of men, in respect of that righteousness 
which, in the kingdom, is simple right doing. 


A Bird's-eye View of the Kingdom 
Perhaps the most succinct and yet comprehensive 


description of the kingdom is found in the eleventh 
chapter of Isaiah. The analysis is simple: 


( % ‘ is the kingdom of Messiah, David’s Son 
*. 2). 

2. The dominating fact concerning the kingdom 
is it spirituality (v. 2). 

4, administration of justice will be infalli- 
ble because based upon absolute knowledge; not, 
as now, upon the fallible witness of eye and 
ear. And surely the great Heart upon the throne 
will think, as we do not, cannot, how u the 
culprit has finally concentrated the slow doom of 
generations of sinning ancestors (vs. 3-5). 

4. Peace, peace everywhere, even in the heart of 
the beast (vs. 6-8). 

5. Each saturated with the knowledge of the 
Lord. Not the theologian’s bundle of attributes— 
so much omnipotence, so much omnipresence, and 
wn ume dreary rest, but the Lord himself known 

v. 9). 

6. Israel restored! A remnant, partly believing, 
partly unbelieving are to be in .the land when 
Christ returns, and these are converted (Zech. 
12: 4-14). But Isaiah describes the larger fact— 
the regathering and conversion of the nation 
(vs. 10-16). 


No wonder that David, as the whale kingdom ful- 
filment of all the promises to Israel and to himself 
passed-before his vision in the Seventy-second Psalm, 
exclaimed, “The prayers of David the son of: Jesse 
are ended”! 


Dovuctaston, L. I. 
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LESSON 5. NOVEMBER 4. DEFEAT THROUGH DRUNKENNESS 






The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


EGIN by asking the question, How much should 
B persons liberty allow us to do? Should it 

allow every one to decide for himself whether 
he- will .use alcoholic drinks or not? Should Army 
and Navy officers be allowed to decide this for them- 
selves? Let the class discuss the question of per- 
sonal liberty for a few minutes; remind them that 
it is one of the great arguments of the liquor traffic, 
and perhaps read the verses given in the first Illus- 
tration Round Table item this week, “Let Me Alone.” 
Tell them of some of the points made by Mr. Stelzle 
in his vigorous article on page 585. : , 

As conclusive wind-up to the discussion, you 
might sO each member of the class take home, and 
read there, the pamphlet giving Secretary of the 
Navy Daniels’ intimate reasons “Why I Issued. the 
Wine Mess Order” neering liquor from the officers 
of the Navy (to be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company at 2 cents each, 20 cents a dozen, 50 
or more at $1 a hundred copies). 


Our Background Material 


What God does in this lesson, in undeserved mercy 
and by his sovereign grace and love for undeserving 
Israel, he will do more fully and gloriously at the 
end of this age, for undeserving Israel, at the time 
of the battle of Armageddon. Israel under Ahab 
was rejecting God. Israel in this present age killed 
the Prince of Life (Acts 3:15). God delivered 
Israel under Ahab from the on-coming Gentile kings. 
At the end of the age God “will deliver the Jewish 
remnant besieged by the Gentile world-powers” 
(Rev. 16: 13-16; 19: 11-21; Zech. 12: 1-9). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


Thirty-three kings against one was a pretty for- 
midable situation. There was no human chance of 
escape. That is the kind of situation God loves to 
deal with. © 

The very name Benhadad was calculated to terrify 
Israel, as Dr. Mackie (1) points out. His first de- 
mand (v. 3) “gets the nerve” of Ahab; and the 
worst of it was that it was true! The answer of the 
king of God’s Chosen People is one of the most 
pitiable, humiliating, degraded replies of God’s peo- 
ple to Satan’s people in the whole Bible. What 
effect did it have on Benhadad? Dr. Griffith Thomds 
(I, 1) points out. Even cringing Ahab could not 
stand this; he and his-elders decided that now they 
had nothing to lose, but possibly something to gain, 
in defying the Syrians; if they were going. to’ be 
cleaned up anyway, it*had better be while fighting 
than while yielding. 

After covering the interchange of messages be- 
tween Israel and Syria, have the class specially study 
the manner of God’s deliverance. Bring out the de- 
tails that emphasize that this deliverance was super- 
natural, and of grace; for example, the use of “the 
young men of the princes of the provinces” (v. 14); 
the significance of this is explained by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 2). What other Bible-situation of an 
“impossible defeat” of God’s enemies by a few hun- 
ee picked men does this remind us of? (Judges 
7:9. 

Other unusual and “unwise” factors in God’s plan 
are mentioned in the same paragraph by Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas. 

That God’s deliverance was all of grace appears 
from the fact that Israel had not been true to God 
at this time, nor was she in the proper attitude of 
prayer or faith. Why, then, did God work this great 
deliverance? Get the views of the class. The last 
sentence of verse 13 gives us the answer. God loves 
to save the undeserving. Have Romans 11: 33-36 
read aloud. 

But Ged let the wrath of man praise him (Psa. 
76: 10) in permitting the drunkenness of the enemy 
to be their undoing, just as it is said to have de- 
feated the Germans in their onward sweep: upon 
Paris before the battle of the Marne. 

Give the incident of the Civil War veteran in the 
Iltustration Round Table (1). The relation of the 
liquor traffic to our own soldiers in the present war 
is well brought. out in the third paragraph of Mrs. 
Bryner’s article, headed: “Introduction.” 

An unusually interesting plan for a temperance 


1 And Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all his host 
together; and there were thirty and two kings with him, 
and horses and chariots: and he went up and besieged 
Samaria, and. fought against it. 2 And he sent messengers 
to Ahab king of Israel, into the city, and said unto him, 
Thus saith Benhadad, 3 Thy silver and thy gold is mine; 
thy wives also and thy children, even the goodliest, are 
mine. 4 And the king of Israel answered and said, It is 
according to thy saying, my lord, O king; I am thine, and 
all that I have. 5 And the messengers came again, and 
said, Thus speaketh Ben-hadad, saying, I sent indeed unto 
thee, saying, Thou shalt deliver me thy silver, and thy 
gold; and thy wives, and thy children; 6 but r will send 
my servants unto thee to-morrow about this time, and 
they shall search thy house, and the houses of thy ser- 
vants; and it shall be, that 4! whatsoever is pleasant in 
thine eyes, they shall put it in their hand, and take it away. 

7 Then the king of Israel called all the elders of the land, 
and said, Mark, I pray you, and see how this man seeketh 
mischief: for he sent unto me for my wives, and for my 
children, and for my silver, and for my gold; and I denied 
him not. 8 And all the elders and all the people said unto 
him, Hearken thou not, neither consent. 9 Wherefore he 
said unto the messengers of Ben-hadad, Tell my lord the 
king, All that thou didst send for to thy servant at the first 
I wili do; but this thing I may not do. And the messengers 
departed, and brought him word again. 10 And Ben-hadad 
sent unto him, and said, The gods do so unto me, and more 
also, if the dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuls for 
all the people that 2 follow me. 11 And the king of Israel 
answered and said, Tell him, Let not him that girdeth on 
his armor boast himself as he that. putteth it off. 12 And 
it came to pass, when Ben-hadad heard this message, as 
he was drinking, he and the kings, in the * pavilions, that he 
said unto his servants, * Set yourselves in array. And they 
set themselves in array against the city. 

13 And, behold, a prophet came near unto Ahab king of 
Israel, and said, Thus saith Jehovah, Hast thou seen all 
this great multitude? behold, I will deliver it into thy 
hand this day; and thou shalt know that I am Jehovah. 
14 And Ahab said, By whom? And he said, Thus saith Je- 
hovah, By the © young men of the princes of the provinces. 
Then he said, Who shall ® begin the battle? And he an- 
swered, Thou. 15 Then he mustered the young men of the 
princes of the provinces, and they were two hundred and 
thirty-two: and after them he mustered all the people, even 
all the children of Israel, being seven thousand. 

16 And they went out at noon. But Ben-hadad was drink- 
ing himself drunk in the * payilions, he and the kings, the 
thirty and two kings that helped him. 17 And the young 
men of the princes of the provinces went out first; and 
Ben-hadad sent out, and they told him, saying, There are 
men come out from Samaria. 18 And he said, Whether they 
are come out for peace, take them alive; or whether they 
are come out for war, take them alive. 19 So these went 
out of the city, the young men of the princes of the prov- 
inces, and the army which followed them. 20 And they 
slew every one his man; and the Syrians fled, and Israel 
pursued them: and Ben-hadad the king of Syria escaped 
Ton a horse with horsemen. 21 And the king of Israel went 
out, and smote the horses and chariots, and slew the 
Syrians with a great slaughter. 


1 Heb. all the desire of thine eyes. *Heb. are at my 
feet. %Or, huts ‘Or, Place the engines. And they 
placed the engines Or, servants *Heb. bind. 7Or, 
with horse and horsemen 
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lesson-in almost any class is outlined, in Pucker’s 
Class (Mr. Rogers), as “The Battle of the Booze.” 
Plenty of other usable temperance material will be 
found throughout this issue. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


It is a tragedy that even Christian people say, from 
time to time, to Satan, “It is according to thy saying, 
my lord, O king; I am thine, and all that I have” 
(v. 4). They may not admit it, but they say it every 
time they sin. That is why Paul uttered his indig- 
nant cry in Romans 6: 15, 16. 

And after Ahab tells dad that he will do all 
that he asks, Benhadad comes back by saying, “Well, 
then, do a lot more!” When we do what: Satan asks, 
he asks for more; we can be very sure nothing ever 
satishes him in his demands on us. And nothing that 
we ever do for Satan satisfies us,—it is only those 
who hunger and thirst after righteousness that are 
“filled” (Matt. 5:6; Prov. 13:15). 

Again, like Benhadad, Satan first asks us to turn 
things over to him voluntarily; but his next step is 
to take whatever he will, searching out the very in- 
nermost parts of our being and life (v. 6) to do so. 

f we are wondering how all this can belong to 
“The Truth that Is Golden,” let us just remember 
the end: that even after all this humiliating, degrad- 
ing dictatorship of Satan over God’s people, telling 
them that they must do that which they would not 
do, God in his omnipotence and undeserved love and 
mercy delivers them completely; just as God brings 
Paul out of Romans 7 into Romans 8 “And the 
Syrians fled, and Israel pursued them ... and slew 
the Syrians with a great slaughter” (vs. 20, 21). “O 


(World’s Temperance Sunday.) 1 Kings 20: 1-21. Commit verses 10, 11 
' Golde, Text,—Let not him that girdeth on his armor boast himself as he that putteth it off.—1 Kings 20: 11 





wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 7: 24, 25). 


Teaching Points 


Benhadad’s first request made Israel, as it were, 
touch bottom. His next request put them so low that 
they “had to reach up to touch bottom.” That is the 
way Satan handles us when he gets the chance. 


The strategic value of attacking the eremy at 
noon, under the terrible noonday sun, will be recog- 
nized by any one who has been in Palestine; it is 
pointed out by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3). This 
shows how God uses the natural even while he is 
accomplishing the supernatural. ' 


Ahab was willing to take his medicine from. the 
enemy of Israel if only that enemy would give him 
a small dost instead of a large one (v. 9). How 
often we attempt to compromise with Satan in the 
same way! 

Boasting and threatening and bluffing is a large 
part of the tactics of our enemy, Satan. He loves to 
talk about what he is going to do to God’s people. 
He never can carry it through when God’s people 
realty trust God. 

“They slew every one his man” reminds us of 
Ephesians 6:16. When God undertakes to do a 
thing he leaves no loose ends. The rest of the chap- 
ter, as Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4) points out, shows 
what an act of undeserved mercy on God’s part this 
deliverance was, for it revealed Ahab’s continuing 
weakness in sin. 


How a promising young business man lost a big 


business deal through drinking is described by Miss 
Frederick (1). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Was Benhadad surprised at Ahab’s yielding to his 
first demand? 

How do you account for war among civilized na- 
tions? 

Were the elders braver than Ahab? 


What reply would David have made in Ahab’s 
place? 


Is it ever right for a Christian to boast? (See 
Dr. Griffith Thomas’ comment, II, 5, also the Scrip- 
ture references given in the next-to-the-last para- 
graph of his “Leading Questions.”’) 

Was Ahab’s reply to Benhadad (Golden Text) 
open and true-hearted trust in God, or was it just a 
sort of counter-bluff to Benhadad’s threat? 


If God had had no part in this whole matter, would 
the drinking of Benhadad and the thirty-two kings 
have defeated the Syrians just the same? 

Were the men of Israel given supernatural cour- 
age? 

What good did God’s deliverance do in view of 
the final captivity of Israel? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Nehemiah’s Prayer (Nehemiah 1: 1-11). 


People who are having an easy time of it are some- 
times greatly concerned about those who are having 
a hard time. And those who are very prosperous in 
the wealth and the comforts of this world are some- 
times very close to God and very humble in their 
surrender to him. A member of the royal house- 
hold in one of the great empires of this world was 
a man of this sort; his own story of his experiences 
is of extraordinary interest in view of what we read 


to-day in the newspapers about Zionism, or the re- . 


turn of the Jews to Palestine. 


F a out what you can about “Shushan the palace” 
v. E). 


What was there to account for the great affliction 
of the remnant of the Jews in Jerusalem? 


How had the wall of Jerusalem and its gates come 
to be broken down and burned? 


To what personal sins may Nehemiah have con- 
fessed before God at this time? 


In what ways had Israel dealt very corruptly 
against God? (v. 7.) 


Find the prophecy quoted by Nehemiah in verses 
8 and 9. 


‘ What had Nehemiah to gain by returning to Pales- 
tine! 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—This week we go back to an event 
nearly 150 years before the time of Ahaz, whose 
history commenced our present series of Old Testa- 
ment lessons. It will, therefore, be necessary to con- 
centrate attention almost entirely on this topic as a 
lesson on temperance, without being much concerned 
with its historical connection, though it is necessary 
to have this clearly before us. 


Time.—Perhaps about 907 B. C., and a little after 
the return of Elijah to public work (19: 19-21). 


I. The Message of the Lesson 


The Request (vs. 1-6). Syria yas Israel’s almost 
constant enemy, and having proclaimed ‘war was be- 
sieging the capital, Samaria. Benhadad was the suc- 
cessor of the one mentioned earlier (15:18). The 
word “Hadad” was something like Pharaoh, Cesar, 
and Tsar, a title of a dynasty. Syria on the north- 
east of Israel had as its capital the old and impor- 
tant city, Damascus, and these thirty-two kings were 
vassals of Benhadad and evidently rulers over some 
small kingdoms (Josh, 12: 9-24). The message was 
full of insult and he evidently thought Israel power- 
less, and therefore a suitable object of plunder. He 
claimed everything that Ahab possessed, and the 
weak king sent an abject answer, indicating terrible 
degradation. Benhadad, impressed by this attitude 
of submission, sent another messenger and insisted 
on still further submission. The earlier demand for 
plunder and hostages was evidently not considered 
sufficient. This would be the lowest degradation. (1) 

The Reply (vs. 7-12). Ahab, in his fear, called his 
council and put the circumstances before them. They 
advised him to resist and refuse the second demand, 
but express his readiness to carry out the first (v. 9). 
Benhadad was not to be put aside in this way and 
replied by a still more insolent message, threatening 
dire punishment (v. 10). He used the solemn oath, 
customary at that time, adding, in Oriental symbol- 
ism, that his army was so numerous that the dust of 
Samaria would not be sufficient to give each of his 
followers a handful. Ahab, however, must have 
been farther emboldened, and replied in a sort of 
proverbial warning that Samaria was not -yet in his 
power (Prov. 27:1). When Benhadad heard this, 
he was indulging heavily in drink in his “pavilions” 
or “huts” (margin), the “military booths.” But it 
stirred him to fury, and feeling perfectly certain of 
victory ne at once gave the order for everything to be 
in readiness for the attack (v. 12). The words are 
probably “place the engines” (margin), referring to 
the battering rams intended to break down the walls 
of the city. Yet he continued his drunken carousal. 


The Revelation (vs. 13-15). Beyond this nothing 
is known of the prophet, though it is interesting to 
realize the Divine witnesses at that time of idolatry 
(18:13; 19:18). God assured Ahab of complete 
victory, and that this was for the purpose of proving 
to the weak and wicked king the reality of Jehovah 
as the one true God. Ahab, in his surprise, could not 
understand how this victory was to be granted, and 
was told that it was to be by the young men, ser- 
vants of the provincial governors or chiefs (14,17- 
19). This would show that the victory was to be due 
to God and not to the power of experienced soldiers. 
Benhadad had boasted, but Israel was not to boast. 
These young men have often been compared to 
Gideon’s three hundred (Judg. 7:7). When enquiry 
was made as to the commander of this force, Ahab 
was still further surprised by being told that he him- 
self was to be the leader (v. 14). If only. the king 
would go forth in the Divine strength, God would 
and could use him, The situation called for_prompti- 
tude, and Ahab could only muster 232 of these young 
men, together with a small company of 7,000 men. 
The small numbers were probably due to the sudden 
call at a time when the city was besieged; but more 
than this, it was the Divine purpose to show that God 
could save by few as well as by many (2 Chron. 
14:11). (2) 

The Result (vs. 16-21). Ahab and his little army 
went forth at an unusual time (v.16), for under the 
terrible heat of the Eastern sun the enemy would be 
unprepared. Benhadad ‘was still drinking (Prov. 
7:20), and when he was told of the coming of these 
young men, he thought they intended to sue for 
peace, and so, in his utter contempt, he ordered them 
to be taken alive (v. 18). But he soon learned the 
truth, and the little band, dashing against Syria’s 
great host, causéd a panic and the king himself had 
a narrow escape (3) 


The lesson closes here, because of the emphasis 
on the sin of drunkenness, but the outcome of the 
story should be read in the remainder of the chapter. 
The prophet may have seen indications of careless- 
ness in Ahab, for another messenger was given (v. 
22), and in spite of yet another message (v. 28) and 
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a complete victory, Ahab never recognized God, but 
in pitiable weakness allowed Benhadad to go free 
with royal honors (vs. 31-34). Thus, Ahab lost 
ample— opportunities which were never regained 
(vs. 35-43). (4) 

Il. The Heart of the Lesson 


The Golden Text is a reminder of warfare and of 
the danger of boasting before the battle is won. This 
peril of boastfulness is freqiently noticed in Scrip- 
ture. Thus, not long afterwards, another Syrian 
king said, “Is thy servant a dog that he should do 
this great thing” (2 Kings 8:13), and yet he did it: 
Peter said that he would not deny Christ, even though 
all other men did it, and yet we know how he fell. The 
boast of Benhadad was all the more warranted be- 
cause Ahab was so weak, and what Benhadad said 
was so truly marked by common sense. And yet 
there was in it the spirit of arrogance. As this is so 
dangerous to spiritual life in the face of the foes we 
have to meet to-day, we shall do well to consider it, 
in order to avoid it. For our battles there are three 
essentials, and a knowledge of these will keep us 
from boasting. 


1. Knowledge of Foes. It is important to face this 
in regard to things spiritual. (1) It is possible to 
underrate our enemies, just as Benhadad did. This 
is dangerous and often disastrous, for our spiritual 
foes are many, active and vigilant. (2) Ht is possi- 
ble to overrate them, and this is discouraging and 
disheartening. Our foes are mighty, but not al- 
mighty ; potent, but not omnipotent; wise, but not all- 
wise. (3) It is best to understand them. Our foes 
are three: the world, the flesh, and the devil. The 
world is the enemy around us, including things and 
people that are sinful and also those that may become 
sinful. The flesh is the enemy within us, and includes 
the actual evil of our nature and the possible evil 
through yielding to temptation. The devil is the 
enemy over us, and we are to think of his “works” 
(1 John 3:8) and his “wiles” (Eph. 6: 11). 

2. Knowledge of Resources. Side by side with a 
thorough understanding of our enemies, it is im- 
portant for us to know how they may be met and 
what is our equipment. (1) There is “the armour of 
righteousness,” which is intended to deal with the 
world (2 Cor. 6:7). Righteousness, covering a 
guilty past and meeting a sin-stained present, will 
adequately deal with every temptation around us. 
(2) There is “the armor of light” against the flesh 
(Rom. 13:12), Just as light dazzles and baffles, so 
we are protected from harm, and just as light re- 
veals, so the truth of God will show us our weak- 
nesses and dangers. (3) There is “the armour of 
God” against the devil (Eph. 6:11). By this we 
are enabled to understand and avoid his wiles and 
also overcome his works. This is the panoply, or 
complete armor, which meets every danger (Eph. 
6:13). 

3. The Use of Our Equipment. Following a 
knowledge of our foes and of our provision against 
them, comes the necessity of utilizing what we pos- 
sess, in order that we may be victorious. (1) We 
must be in the right place, “in the Lord” (Eph. 6: 
10). (2) We must take up the right atfitude, “stand” 
(Eph. 6:11, 13). (3) We must provide ourselves 
with the proper equipment, “take” (Eph. 6:13, 17); 
“taking” (Eph, 6:16); “put on” (Rom. 13:12, 14). 
This is the act of faith, as we appropriate for our 
needs what God has given. 

When these three essentials are realized, then we 
begin to know the difference between true confidence 
and unworthy boasting. The Lord says to each one 
of us in our warfare, “Be of good cheer, I have over- 
come” (John 16:33), and in him we are enabled to 
boast in the true sense, because we boast not in 
ourselves, but in God (Psa. 34:2; 44:8; Rom. 5: 
11, Greek). (5) : 

lil. The Lesson Outlined ° 

1. The Request (vs. 1-6; Gal. 6: 1-8). 

2. The Reply (vs. 7-12; Isa. 5: 11-23). 

3. The Revelation (vs. 13-15; Dan. 5: 1-9). 

4. The Result (vs. 16-21; Isa. 28: 1-7). 

IV. Leading Questions 


What other references are found to Syria in re- 
lation to Israel? 


What is known of Samaria? (marginal references.) 
What sort of man was King Ahab? 
What attitude is suggested by verse 4? 


What other references are found in Scripture to 
the sin of drunkenness? 


What is a prophet? (Exod. 7:1.) 
differ from a priest? (Heb. 5:1.) 

Why was Ahab given the victory? (v. 13; 18: 36.) 

What were the effects of this victory? (vs. 22-43.) 


What is-the Scripture teaching about boastfulness? 
(Psa, 10:3; 49:6; 94:4; Prov.” 27:1; Eph. 2:9; 
James 3: 5.) 

What are the secrets of true spiritual victory? 
(Psa. 98:1; John 16:33; Rom. 8:37; 1 John 5:4; 
Rev. 12: 11.) 


Wycutrre CoLiece, Feronto. 


How did he 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Ben Hadad and Ben Brewery.—Thou shalt deliver 
me thy silver, and thy gold, and thy wives (v. 5). 
Last Sunday we saw a great caravan taking a long 
trip through a dangerous country with a great treas- 
ure of silver and gold. Because Israel trusted in the 
Lord the money was kept and delivered. Here in this 
lesson we swing back to the time before Israel had 
learned the lesson of dependence upon God in the 
slave market and when she could be despoiled by any 
old Ben Hadad who dared to rob her. This passage 
has been set for our temperance lesson, and the first 
thing that struck me was that Ben Hadad of oe 
and Ben Brewery of Pennsylvania both talk alike. 
In Coatesville a while ago we convicted all the saloons 


. (which are owned by the brewers) of breaking the 


law, and Judge Butler took away their licenses for a 
year. That dry year the mills only ran about fifty 
percent. capacity, but savings bank deposits increased 
about $250,000. We have five grog shops for about 
12,000 population. It was said that each grog shop 
took in $50,000 a year. The savings banks’ increase 


about equaled the saloons’ receipts.. In that dry year — 


neither myself nor any one else saw a dozen drunken 
men. The mills are now running full tilt. So are 
four of the grog’shops. Drunks are again pjgntiful. 
Old First Avenue has her accustomed serpentine pa- 
rade, and thé town lockup fills up every Saturday 
night to overflowing capacity with all colors and 
kinds. And the silver and gold, that should go to 
wives and children, are delivered safely into the 
hands of the barkeeps (Prov. 23:21). [P.S.—The 
town is now dry again.] 


Whiskey and War.—See how this man seeketh mis- 
chief (v. 7). That is not the way we used to say it. 
“Tryin’ to pick a fight out o’ me” is the Boytown 
expression. Wherever you find rum you find mis- 
chief and opposition. he men in charge of affairs 
in England at the beginning of the great war said: 
“The drink business is a great danger to our success.” 
What did England’s rum business do? Did it. pa- 
triotically say: “All right then, if our beloved Empire 
is in danger we will shut up the bar. The tight little 
isle first, last, and all the time”? Not a bit of it. 
While the best young blood of Great Britain and Ire- 
land poured into the recruiting stations to die for the 
mother land; England’s rum ‘business squared itself 
for a fight for drink. While “barbaric” Russia goes 
dry boasted Britain stays wet. While England’s best 
boys, the sort that come first without coaxing, were 
sacrificing themselves on the firing line, the rum 
business Fe. home kept busy hitting the nation be- 
low the belt! All the world has known for years 
that Ben Brewery like Ben Hadad does nothing but 
seek mischief, yet it took the rattle of rifles and the 
roar of cannon to run the fact into the open. We 
little folks have been saying it for years, but it is 
only when the fate of empires and dynasties are at 
stake that emperors and kings and presidents come 
out into the open and cry, “Mischief, mischief !!” 
(Psa. 7:16; Prov. 11:27). 


- 

_ Wrecks.—Benhadad was drinking himself drunk 
(v. 16). The drunken workman is bad enough and 
sad enough in all conscience. What shall be said 
when the “old man” is a boozer! When the boss be- 
gins to linger in the grille at the club or café the 
letters in the mercantile reports get ready to swing 
from Alpha to Omega. With the commissioner in 
bankruptcy waiting at the jumping off place. Yes, 
indeed, that gentleman and the sheriff can tell you 
many a sad Ben Hadad story. It is no exaggeration 
to say that nearly all the wrecks in life can be 
directly or indirectly charged up to strong drink. My 
world out here on the Brandywine is but a small one. 
Bounded on the north by The Manor, on the east by 
Old Caln, on the south by Hepzibah, on the west by 
Octoraro, yet in this little kingdom of steel and iron 
almost every failure of a doctor, every failure of a 
lawyer, every failure of a mill-owner, every failure 
of a merchant; every failure of an artisan, has been 
because Ben Hadad drank himself drunk. Just look 
around a little bit where you‘live and you will prob- 
ably see the same thing true. I was talking only this 
week with Mr. Utley, one of the heads of the Inter- 
national Harvester Company, who remarked that if 
the rest of the United States did not wake up and 
drive out the rum business, Kansas is jumping along 
with such leaps and bounds under prohibition that 
she will soon be by far the richest and greatest state 
in the Union. Smart, godly, sober Kansas. Empty 


poorhouses, lonely jails, happy homes, prosperous 
churches. Rumless. 


American Atrocities.—And he said .. . take them 
alive (v, 18). Nobody has any use for a “dead one.” 
Mr. Devil least of all the bosses. He wants the 
livest and best. He wants the young and choice ones 
who have the most spirit in them. Billy Sunday in 
his great booze sermon goes out into the street and 
picks up a bunch of bright little fellows’ in knicker- 
bockers. “Here,” cries he, “is the grist for the gin 
mill.” And when Billy gives the invitation for all 
those who will agree to do all they can to kill this 
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monster which is devouring many of 
our best boys alive, I have seen 30,000 
men leap to their feet, snap their jaws 
together and cry, “We will!” Yes, 
and in Colorado and in West Virginia, 
this same Billy Sunday, that some folks 
criticise so oe eg paren has influenced 
a dryness that is revolutionizing social 
conditions. Colorado through Billy 
sw from 10,000 wet to 40,000 dry. 
Watch her and see her swing into a 
richnegs and sweetness only matched 
by her cantaJoupes. As I write, the 
hobs world is shocked by_the news that 
leaks through from Armenia. We can 
hardly sit still as we read. Yet, after 
all. are these stories of the murdering 
Moslems of Turkey any worse than the 
murdering Moloch of Rum? How much 
worse in the finish is the Armenian fam- 
ily in the hands of the Sultan than the 
American family in the hands of the 
saloon? One is a little quicker than 
the other. Murdered souls of men, 
starving bodies of women and children. 
The agony is really worse from being 
so long drawn out. Indeed the crush- 
ing shame of a drunken father to the 
fine fibered boy and the sweet young girl 


is something that no artist in pigments | 


or phrase has ever yet been able to por- 
tray. Who wouldn’t hate the devilish 
thing? (Nahum 1:10; 1 Cor. 11:21). 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
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The Illustration Round- Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
hool Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 


» terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 


will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


“Let Me Alone” (This slogan of the 
“Wets” means, of course, “let the saloon 
alone.”)—Hearken thou not, neither 
consent (v. 8). 

“Let me alone,” said the bug to the beast, 
“Your blood is so rich I’m having a feast. 
I want to enjoy this privilege rare 
Of feeding on you without any care. 

Let me alone.” 


“Let me alone,” said the flea to the man, 


“I want to get out of you all that I can. 

The fatter you get the better for me,” 

Said the wicked and heartless parasite flea. 
“Let me alone.” 

“Let me alone,” says the saloon parasite. 

“To the state’s great riches I’ve surely a right, 

Since I pay big license to take all I can 

Of the money and life blood of every man. 
Let me alone.” 

“Let me alone,” did I hear you say? 

The loss is too great for the tax you pay. 

You’re worthless and worse, you thieving 

brigand! 
I'll vote you, I’ll vote you out of the land. 


—From Charles A. Cook, in The Pacific 
Baptist. Sent by Abruham Collyer, 
Rochester, N. Y. 


One Pastor’s Letter.— ‘ 

My Dear Mr. Hoover:—Am very 
greatly interested in your request that 
the matter of conservation of food- 
stuffs be presented from the pulpit of 
the First Methodist Church here July 1. 
Shall be more than glad to co-operate in 
this and every other way to decrease 
the fearful wastage of this nation. 
However, I am anxious that you know 
how deeply I feel the perfectly absurd 
inconsistency of asking the women of 
the nation to save by ounces and permit- 
ting the liquor interests to waste by tons. 
Such a ridiculous situation demands 
radical and sweeping action in the very 
near future. 

Faithfully yours, 
(Rev.) Gro. S. Conne Lt. 


—From the American Issue. Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. The 
prize for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. 


When Leaders Drink.—When Ben- 
hadad heard this message, as he was 
drinking, .. . he said unto his servants, 
Set yourselves in array 4.12). I send 
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the following out of my own experi- 
ence. I was one of Uncle Sam’s boys 
in ’62-’65. During the campaign of 
Grant and Meade in Virginia in 64 we 
made an assault on a Confederate line 
of works in front of Petersburg. It was 
a disastrous failure with heavy loss, 
e. g., the regiment of which I was a 
member lost 130 men .out of 170 en- 
gaged. Two or three hours later an- 
other line of battle was formed, and 
swept up over the enemy’s works and 


captured them, just as we might have 
done but did not. Why? at was 
the secret of our failure? Just this: 


the officer who directed the first attack 
was drunk. In that case there was 
“defeat through drunkenness.” I do 
not think that the incident has ever been 
published.—Sent by H. C. Leach, Han- 
cock, N. Y. (1) 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


ENHADAD ..., thirty and two 

kings with him (v. 1). It was a 
name to strike terror, for it meant the 
son of Hadad, and Hadad was the god 
of war in Damascus. (1) ; 

The kings would be the chief rulers 
or emirs, independent or under their 
over-lord of Damascus in the region 
from Hamath to Galilee. After the 
crops were taken up in May and June 
the chariots could bump along through 
the bare level fields and make roads for 
themselves. (2) 

Thus saith Benhadad (v. 3). The 
Koran similarly testifies that in war the 
lives, property, and chastity of the con- 
quered belong to the conqueror. 

If the dust of Samaria shall suffice 
for handfuls (v. 10). It was not suffi- 
cient to give employment to his vast 
army in the act of pulling down the 
houses of Samaria, and making the city 
a mass of ruins. 

Let not him that girdeth on his 
armor, etc. (v. 11). Orientals are very 
fond of quoting proverbs, partly be- 
cause of the distinction attaching to 
everything ancient, and partly because 
of the mental indolence that likes to 
get its thinking and phrase-making done 
by others. They are familiar to all; to 
contradict what is from the fathers 
would be impish and irreverent; and 
they are often pithily and epigrammat- 
ically expressed. 

The young men of the princes of the 
provinces (v. 14). These princes corre- 
sponded t® Benhadad’s kings. 

Benhadad was drinking himself drunk 
...he and the kings (v. 16).- They had 
probably risen late and were seeking 
restoration after the carouse of the pre- 
vious night. The custom still is, “They 
that are drunken are drunken in the 
night.” It is only in modern novels 
that a young hero can drink a bottle of 
spirits in the evening and next day act 
as “stroke” in a successful boat-race. 

Take them alive *(v. 18). In_ his 
drunken stupor, Benhadad went back to 
the Bedouin foray of the desert tribes, 
and thought only of taking prisoners for 
ransom. 

At the return of the year (v. 22). 
After the long rainless summer and the 
ingathering. of the vineyard, and be- 
fore the wheat was sown in November. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr. 
ve 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
may we be deaf to voices that lure us awa 
from thee. May we be kcen to hear thy 
loving call to righteousness. Purify our 
thought, we pray thee. Cleanse us from 
evil desire, and enable us to take the victory 
that thou dost offer in place of the defeat 
which is Satan’s own gift. 
give us opportunity may we take our: stand 


boldly for the overcoming of the drink evil | 


in our land. We rejoice in the uprising of 
the hosts of righteousness against. the sa- 
loon. Let thy power, O God, be shown in 
removing from the land this blot upon the 


As thou dost | 


life of our people. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. ‘ 
After the Lesson.—Two voices speak 
insistently to many a boy and girl to- 
day.. One of the voices 1s of the Ben- 
hadad sort, the threatening voice of 
boasted sin-power, not always speaking 
in rough terms, but often very sweetly 
and smoothly, telling us why we ought 
to follow that voice. “Thus saith Ben- 
hadad” has moved*a good many young 
people to follow weakly in the path of 
sin. The other voice is the strong re- 
assuring voice of the Spirit of God 
speaking jm tome his Word or by the 
lips of a friend, plainly showing us the 
way of righteousness in the clear loving 
words, “Thus saith Jehovah.” You and 
I must choose which we shall follow. 
Are we going to yield to the Benhadad 
voice, and in cowardly: fashion sur- 
render to sin? That voice is always in 
the wrong. Or are we going to listen 
intently and obediently to the other 
voice, the clear call of Jehovah God, the 
voice that is always right, and never 
wrong? Perhaps this very day you will 
be tempted to get confused as you listen 
to these two voices, and then wavering 
between the two perhaps you will close 
your ears to the right voice and follow 
the other. Oh, may it not be true of 
any of us here! ‘ 
And now think,—is there any one big 
neighborhood question to-day that is 
bigger for many parts of our land than 
this whole question of the saloon? Are 
any of us here keeping too quiet on the 
subject? Are we failing to follow the 
voice of God in this? Are any of us 
beginning to fall into sin in this? 





BENHADAD 
THUS SAITH JEHOVAH 


WHICH VOICE DO! FOLLOW? 











That’s the question back of the tem- 
perance question. How will you answer 
it? Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

ve 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Let Jesus come into your heart.” 

“Yield not to temptation.” 

“Hark! the temperance bells are ringing.” 
“ Sound the battle cry!” 

“Who is on the Lord’s side?” 

“ Encamped along the hills of light.” 
“Stand up, stand up for Jesus.” 

“ Out of my bondage, sorrow, and: night.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 1: 1-6 (1 :-1-4). 
Psalm 44: 1-8 (91 : 1-4). 
Psalm 70: 1-§ (140: 1-3). 
Psalm 37 : 34-40 (79: 1-6). 
Fsalm 141 : 1-10 (301 : 1-3). 





[ Department Helps ] 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—King Alcohol 
must be defeated everywhere. 


Note.—World’s Temperance Sunday 
affords a good opportunity to count the 
victories gained against King Alcohol 
in our own country and the world. 
To-day’s story shows how alcohol lost 
a battle. Not chronology but events 
interest children. It is not necessary to 
mention that the battle occurred more 
than 400 years before Judah’s return 
from captivity. For children, Proverbs 
27:1 will be a simpler memory text. 

Introduction—In different parts of 
our country are sixteen great training 
camps. Each is to train 40,000 soldiers. 
President Wilson and _ his officers chose 
places for these camps near cities where 
no alcohol is sold because Uncle Sam 
wants sober, strong, brave soldiers to 
| help win liberty for all the world. Any 
saloonkeeper is to be punished who sells 
| iquor to a.soldier in uniform. 
| Lesson Story—To-day’s Bible story 
'proves that King Alcohol can be 
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stronger than a great king with many 
soldiérs. Kings have often tried to 
prove by fighting that their armies are 
stronger than the armies of other 
kings. King Benhadad tried this plan. 

About twenty-five miles north of 
Jerusalem was another beautiful hill- 
city, where King Ahab lived. Benhadad, 
king of Syria, was jealous of Ahab and 
wanted to take Samaria away from him. 
Benhadad asked thirty-two kings to 
help him. Together they had thousands 
of soldiers who set up their tents around 
Samaria. King Ahab saw them and was 
afraid. 

One day Benhadad sent a boastin 
message to Ahab: “You might as wal 
know when you see my big army that 
your gold and silver are mine, your 
wives and children, your city, too.” 
King Ahab was afraid and sent back a 
message: “It is true, O king; I am 
thine and all I have.” Benhadad sent 
back word: “To-morrow I will send 
od soldiers to search your houses and 
take whatever people and treasures they 
please.” 

Then Ahab called his elders, who told 


him not to give up so easily. Ahab 
bravely sent this message: “I cannot 
let you search our houses.” Again 


Benhadad sent back a boasting message: 
“My: soldiers are more than the grains 
of dust in the streets of Samaria.” 
King Ahab replied (v. 11) which means: 
“Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for 
thou knowest not what a day may 
bring forth” (memory verse). 

Then Benhadad decided to prove that 
he was strongest. God sent his prophet 
to help Ahab plan to win the victory 
(vs. 13-15). At noon in broad day- 
light Ahab started toward the enemy 
with 232 officers and 7,000 soldiers. 

King Alcohol, was helping to defeat 
Benhadad, who was feasting and drink- 
ing with the thirty-two kings in a pa- 
vilion. They were so drunk that when 
a messenger came to say that Ahab was 
coming to fight Benhadad paid little 
attention, only to say: “Whether they 
come for peace or war, take them alive.” 
Ahab’s brave men had come to fight 
and surprised Benhadad’s soldiers so 
that they started to run away. Ahab’s 
men followed, killed some, and chased 
the others far away and gaired a great 
victory, 


After the Story—A world war has 
going on for three years. Because 
King Alcohol has defeated so many 
armies in the past, the whole world 
seems to be making up its mind that 
King Alcohol must be defeated and 
driven away. “Mention Russia and 
other countries. Help the children to 
realize how rapidly King Alcohol is be- 
ing driven from the United States. Re- 
joice if victory has already come to 
your city, town, and state. Tell what 
they can do to help to bring victory; 
wear a temperance button or a white 
ribbon bow; repeat temperance mottoes, 
and sing temperance songs, etc. 

Next Tuesday there will be a battle 
with King Alcohol in many places. The 
swords will be made of folded pieces of 
paper in the hands of fathers and big 
brothers (mothers and big sisters in 
many places). The pieces of paper are 
named “votes.” While you children ate 
too young to vote now, you can talk, 
sing, and pray to help others to vote 
against King Alcohol. He must be de- 
feated everywhere. In his army an 
whiskey, wine, beer, ale, gin, porter, an 
= kinds of harmful liquor. All are 


At a big boys’ camp last summer they 
sometimes sang at the dining table while 
waiting for dessert. One of their fa- 
vorites was a temperance song which 
they greatly enjoyed. 


“We're marching ! We’re marching! 
Oh, here comes our band! 
On the right side of temperance 
We'll all take our stand. 
We don’t use tobacco, 
Because we do think 
That people who use it 
Are liable to drink. 
So down with King Alcohol! 
Amen! Amen!” 

(Adapted from song by Anna Gordon, found 
in Graded “‘Temperance Helps,’”’ Dietz and 
Co., 20. E. Randolph St., Chicago, 15 ctr.) 

band of 


Expression. — A Temple 
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Builders, Young Crusaders, a Daniel’s 
Band, Frances Willard Circle, or Loyal 
Legion might be started. 


Peoria, ILL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Full.—Self is always  sin-perverted 
and ugly, and even when under control 
of a strong will often behaves itself 
unseemly. hen a person gets full ‘of 
liquor and his will is supine, then he 
gets full of self and is liable to do any- 
thing from making a silly, pitiable fool 
of himself to committing a hideous 
crime. 

A promising young business man had 
a big deal on hand. He had worked 
months to bring all the parties con- 
cerned to an agreement. If he could 
consummate this deal he would not only 
make forty thousand dollars, but. his 
reputation as a successful manipulator 
of men would be established. He knew 
well that one man was using every 
means in his power to spoil the deal 
(in order to promote one of his own), 
and he had watched this man closely and 
had handled him so far in a masterful 


manner. On the evening before the day 
when his parties in the deal were to 
meet for final arrangement he, his op- 


ponents, and several other men had din- 
ner together at a hotel grill. The op- 
ponent ordered cocktails. Every one’s 
tongue began to loosen, and the pro- 
moter, “oe sure of himself, talked 
too much. is opponent caught the 
point or two that he had wanted, and 
the deal fell through. Stung to the 
heart by the disappointment the young 
promoter resorted to further drinking 
to drown his grief. Under its influence 
self felt opulent and he literally threw 
away over a thousand dollars on fel- 
lows about the hotel, When he.came to 
realize what he had done in abject des- 

ration and disgust with himself he 
eft town,—and a broken-hearted sweet- 
heart. (1) 


By the Young Men.—Besotted Ben- 
hadad and his crowd were to be put to 
rout by the young men (v. 14), and to- 
day it is primarily the task of the young 
men to bring about national prohibition. 
Every one can help, but as long as the 
young men do not take the determined 
stand the blight will remain. Since the 
girls cannot do much directly, what can 
they do indirectly? They can influence 
the boys; and if they do not exert such 
influence they should never complain 
when they discover they have drinking 
husbands. Beside never indulging in 
drink (or cigarettes) themselves, girls 
can demand of boys not to indulge 
themselves; and if they do this in a 
womanly, gentle (but firm) way the de- 
sired effect is a practically assured fact. 
A high school boy spent the summer at 
work in a ve y out-of-the-way place, cut 
off from any society such as he was ac- 
customed to, As a result most of his 
spare time was spent in reading and 
writing to his friends. Here is an ex- 
cerpt from one of his last letters to a 
girl friend, a schoolmate in both high 
school and Sunday-school: “You have 
no idea what a lonesome time a fellow 
has in a God-forsaken place like this. I 
don’t believe they know there is a God. 
And I want to tell you that if it were 
not for you (and the other girls), and 
what you think and expect of a fellow 
I don’t know what kind of devilment I 
might have gotten into.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Nehemiah 1: 1-11 


1. Compare this prayer of Nehemiah 
with that of Daniel (Dan. 9: 4-19). 
Name three great points of similarity. 

2. With what kind of person can God 
keep covenant? (v. 5.) 

3. Why did Nehemiah wish “mercy in 
the sight of this man”? (v. 11.) 

4. What is the proper reason for a 
girl to ask mercies of God? 

5. Are weeping and mourning of any 
effect without praving? 

6. Illustrate how .a girl may grieve 
for her sins and mourn about them and 
still not repent. 


Kansas City, Mo. 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


EACHER explained that for our 

temperance lesson we went back to 
the time of Benhadad. But he said we 
were not so interested in the defeat of 
Benhadad through drunkenness as we 
are in the defeat of King Booze through 
prohibition. e 

He had fixed up for our lesson what 
he called “The Battle of the Booze,” 
and it was some battle, believe me. 
Teacher was old King Booze, en- 
trenched in Fort License. He sat at one 
end of the table and had some law 
books piled up in front of him to show 
that booze is protected by the law. The 
rest of us were the forces of liberty 
under the leadership of General Pro- 
hibition. 

Teacher, as King Booze, defended 
himself by firing at us the main argu- 
ments against grohibition, and we fired 
back aaswers to his arguments and rea- 
sons why he ought to be destroyed. He 
had giver Bumps a handful of prohi- 
bition ciippings. Bumps _ distributed 
these to each of us for ammunition. 

“What are you attacking me for?” be- 
gar King Booze. “I’m a _ legitimate 
business.” 

Bert answered that by quoting David 
Lloyd George’s statement that liquor 
was a worse enemy than Germany. 
“You have killed hundreds of thou- 
sands of our citizens,” declared Bert, 
“and we are going to kill you.” 

“If you put me out of business you 
will throw half a million men out of 
work,” boomed King Booze’s thirty-two 
centimeter gun. 

“We are going to need every one of 
them to take the places of the soldier 
boys,” fired back Bumps. “Already 
there is a great shortage of workers in 
many lines.” 

“But it is confiscating my property 
without due compensation,” was the 
next shot from the fort. 

“Oh, no,” came back: Fred. “You 
can turn all your breweries and distil- 
leries into better things.” Then he read 
a list of such changes that have been 
made already in dry states. 

“If you close the regulated saloon, 
the bootleggers will cause more drunk- 
enness than ever,” declared King Booze. 

“During the first month of prohibi- 
tion in Seattle,” answered’ Bulldog, 
“there were only twenty-six arrests for 
drunkenness as against an average of 
two hundred a month with saloons. 
Besides,” he went on, “we are going to 
blow up your bootlegger trenches as 
high as your old saloon fort.” 





So it went on till the bell rang. Then 
Fatty showed the prohibition map and 
told old Booze we had captured more 
than half his territory already and he 
might just as well surrender, for since 
the Senate had voted to submit national 
prohibition to the people tke map would 
soon all be white. So teacher pulled 
out his handkerchief for a white flag 
and pushed the fort of law books over. 
Then we all sang: 

“It’s a long way to prohibition, 

But the right way to go. 

It’s a long way to prohibition, 

For the fairest land I know. 

But it’s ‘good-bye, liquor business,’ 

High license we'll forswear. 

It’s been a long, long way to prohibition, 

But we’re almost there.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Nehemiah 1: 1-11 
Who was Nehemiah? 


What did Nehemiah hear about Jeru- 
salem? 


Is it any business of ours what goes 
on in other lands? 


What did Nehemiah want to do? 
Why could he not do it? 

Whose help did Nehemiah seek? 
Terre Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





HAVE just finished a little book the 
title of which is “M’Cheyne From the 
Pew,” by Rev. Kirkwood Hewat 
(Drummond’s Tract Depot, Stirling, 
Scotland, about 50 cents.) M’Cheyne 
has been truly called “The Modern 
Saint of Scotland.” In the course 
of the reading I have been particu- 
larly struck with the repeated refer- 
ences to Family Worship. During his 
pastoral visitation we are told about 
three young ladies, gay and accom- 
plished but destitute of vital godli- 
ness. They jauntily dubbed him Per- 
fection. hey were nevertheless de- 
lighted with him and much interested 
in his conversation. They walked with 
him and entered cottages where he 





est of the sisters sobbed aloud; and | 


after Family Worship one evening an- 
other burst into tears crying out about 


her sins, their pride was broken; their | 


hearts were melted; they saw things in 
a new light and became decided and 
earnest Christians. 

Thus we see that to which many a 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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parent and pastor can bear testimony, 
that God dispenses His grace lavishly 
at the Faiaily Altar. 


October 29 to November 4 

Mon.—1 Kings 20: 1-10. An Arrogant King. 

The demands of Benhadad were for 
a humiliating and ruinous surrender. 
His intentfons were to sack the whole 
city and reduce the royal household to 
serfdom. He is a fit type of Satan and 
his rule over the soul. He is arrogant, 
despotic, and_cruel. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Christian Commercial Travelers’ Asso- 
ciation of America and kindred associa- 
tions in Canada; Great Britain, and Ire- 
land; for the work of the “Gideons” in~ 
placing Bibles in the hotels throughout 
the country; for blessing upon every 
Bible thus placed; for the Travelers 
themselves, that they may be helped and 
strengthened by the Word. 


Tues.—1 Kings 20: 11-21. Defeat Through 
Drunkenness. 

Imagine the horror of the situation. 
A king giving military instructions 
while drinking himself drunk. While 
the sword has slain its thousands, strong 
drink has claimed its tens of thousands. 
It first dims, then darkens, then dead- 
ens, then damns. A man under the in- 
fluence of liquor loses everything that 
enriches manhood. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
doctors, surgeons, and nurses; for all 
patients in hospitals, infirmaries, and 
sanatoriums; for the sick and perma- 
nently infirm, and for all whose health 
has been impaired. Remember your own 
friends and relatives who may be pass- 
ing through suffering of any kind, phys- 
ical or mental. 


Wed.—Isa. 2: 5-17. Helpless Through 
Wrong g- 

The wickedness of. the wicked is his 
own undoing. No man can think -bad 
thoughts without weakening his brain 
cells, Sin, whether in the individual or 
nation, is a disintegrating factor. Note 
the repetition in verse 17 of the words 
of verse 11, and memorize. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 


erayed. Daring svaver ont Gen the aay: | Christian editors and writers; for the 


increasing usefulness of The Sunday 
School Times; for the members of its 
editorial staff and all its contributors; 
for blessing upon every effort to spread 
the Gospel by means of the printed 
page; for tract distribution, and all 
colportage work. 


Thurs.—Luke 15: 11-16. Curse of Dissipation. 


This is a fragment of a well-known 
story. All that sin requires is a begin- ° 
ning; it will then accomplish its own 
ends by its own momentum. It is easy 
to run down a hill, but not so easy to 
stop. The course of evil is rapid and 
fatal. 

PraYER SuccEsTIons: Pray for Mex- 
ico, Brazil, Peru, Bolivia, the Argentine 
and Paraguay; for the preaching of the 
Gospel in these different centers; for 
missionaries and Christian workers 
among the South American Indians, and 
for the evangelical agencies carrying on 
the Lord’s work in these parts. 


Fri.—Luke 15: 17-32. Joy of Restoration. 


The father had the very best for his 
wayward boy. There is no measuring 
the girth of such a heart as beat in that 
breast. The fatted calf, the best robe, 
these reflected the father’s love. How 
the joy bells of heaven ring when peni- 
tents return to the Lord. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
children and young people of your own 
home and those of your immediate cir- 
cle of friends; for the children’s com- 
panions and playmates; seek divine help 
for them in the school and college work, 
but above all that they may learn while 
still young the way of life. 


Sat.—Isa. 15: 11-17, 22-24. 
cesses. 


Woes Upon Ex- 


The imagery of the passage is strong 
and expressive. They that indulge in 
feasting and drinking shall perish with 
hunger and thirst. Hell, like a raven- 
ous monster, opens her mouth to re- 

















. with scrappy study.’ 


LESSON FOR NOV, 4 (: Kings 20: 1-21) 


A GuidetoBible Study 


By Harry E. Richards, A.M., M.D. 


SYSTEMATIG- course of graded lessons, 

the Bible i¢se// being the object of study. 

It is suited to independent study in the home, 

for use in family worship, or for Sunday 

Schools. It is not a theoretical Course—it has 
been tried out—it works. 

upon 


The Expositer : “Tt is not a commenta 
the Bible, but a guide to assist the reader to become 
familiar with its contents, absorb its teaching and 


open the way to an intimate companionship with its 
divine author.” 


man-Examiner: ‘It greatly exalts 
y letting the Bible speak for itself and by 
sending the student to the Bible itself, rather than to 
books about the Bible.”’ 


The Su School World: ‘‘ The thought in 
each lesson is developed in such a clear, orderly way 
that it is a pleasure to follow it, and the interest deep- 


ens as the study proceeds. 


The Christian Evangelist : ‘‘ We have pleasure 
in commending them.”’ 


The Advance: ‘‘A comprehensive course of study, 
covering seven years and graded from childhood to 
the pig -school age by a practical Sunday school 
teacher,”” 


The Sunday School Times: “ It is a real guide 
to Bible study, sending pupil and teacher to the Words 
itself to get its consecutive teaching. It does away 


The Continent: ‘‘ The plan is a carefully graded 
one, its governin thoughe being to bring the an 
straight to the Bible and give him knowledge of the 
Bible as a whole, not merely of fragmental parts. 
Cc t is dand restricted. The pceint 
of view is modern, but not the most stubborn con- 
servative could impeach the loyalty of the series in 
any part to the Word of God.” 


The Christian Nation: ‘Graded, practical, sys- 
tematic, and eminently teachable, understandable, and 


incomparably helpful. 


d 





Part r. Genesis to Ruth. unter 

“« 2, 1 Samuel to Nehemiah. } Course. 

“« 3. The Gospels and the Acts. ‘ 

«« 4. Genesis to 2 Samuel. 

“ 5. 1 Kings to Nehemiah (por- | Advanced 
tions of nine prophetical i Course 
books). (S. S. ‘‘Inter- 

“« 6. Life of Christ. | mediate’’). 

“« 9. The Acts and the Epistles. 

Paper,each Part... ....-0+ 200% $ .30 
Cloth, each Part... .....-++e+0 45 
Parts i to 3 in one volume, cloth ..... 1.25 
Parts 4 to 7 in one volume, cloth ..... 1.50 


Descriptive Pamphlet on request 
INDEX PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Box 123, Bloomfield, N. J. 


Out-of-the-Ordinary 


Weare crediting the success of our Music Department 
to the fact that we are publishing mxsic for those 
Schools, Churches and Choirs that are discriminating 
in their tastes. We are putting the “tone” in Sun- 
day School music. Make us prove this when you next 
need anything. 


You will appreciate the zhree 
C fine services, ¢hree unusual 
Cantatas, ‘three effective. Ele- 
mentary Song Folders,and #hree new Octavo Anthems, 


You have only to ask for samples for examination. 


whether for Sunday School, 

SONG B00 Devotional or Elementary 

use. We have something 

that will mean much to your singing. Ask for sample. 
THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Fifteenth and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 








X IC for the Choir and Sunday 


trassice 1 
* 1C8 No. 1, by Rosche. 
Bel ws Se Verdi, Mendelssohn, Auber, etc. 
“THE CH DIVINE,” by Gabriel and Beazley. 
) Spark! carols. Pri postpaid, 
ed. Specimen 
samples of our 
the above. 
© Sunday School, with and without 
in Crane, enered and secular. Seogatalog e 3 & 4: 
NEW CHOIR CANTATA-—“THE ADORATION”’~Scbuler 
Price, paid, 50c per copy, 84.80 per dozen. Specimen 
catal @$and 23 for description 
of 8 others. Mailed “on examination” if desired. 
“THE CHURCH CHOIR,” a Choir Monthly-sample free 
FREE New catalogue describing 26 cantatas for 
the Choir and 8. 8., also Anthem Books, 
new male and female 3st W suadison Bt. 6 atc., etc. 
.Madison Chi Til. 
GRO. F. ROSCHE & 00. 22N. William 8t., New Y: NY. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC 











Our packet, rich in sample pages of the music 

{in our 3 new services, in our new Scrip- 
tural, & new Santa Claus cantatas, etc. 

will bring you a complete copy, regular 

10c. edition, of each of 3 new services together 
with cantata sample pages, etc. Stamps ac- 
cepted. Mention The S. S. 


LOREN 


Publishing Co. 


Times, and address 
NEW YORK, CHICAGO 
and DAYTON, OHIO 














XMAS SERVICES 


We have augmented our lines of services of former 
years which we are listing at the old rate. To enable 
you to make a selection we will send you— 

26 Christmas Services for 75 cents 

10 Christmas Services for 30 cents 


XMAS CANTATAS 


To enable you to make a selection we will send 
15 Cantatas for 50 cents : 
MacCALLA & CO., INC., 249 Deck Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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ceive all who have gloried in their in- 
iquities. It is a fatal thing “to cast 
away the law of the Lord.” ~ 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
Jews who have left the faith of their 
fathers and have embraced the teaching 
of the New Theology school; that they 
may be led out of the mists to the clear 
light of the truth in Christ; for Jewish 
missions and ‘missionaries; for Jewish 
children. 
Sun.—Psalm 1. 
Wicked. 
The Psalm is one of striking con- 
trasts, Whatever good is said of the 


The Righteous and the 





rightoons cannot be said of the wicked. 
There is a gradation in evil. The 
wicked are described as ungodly, sin- 
ners, and scornful. Their way shall per- 
ish. The righteous delight in God’s 
law and shall abide for ever. 


Prayer SuGGestTions: Pray that all 
ministers of the Gospel may have a 
fresh enduement of power to preach the 
Word of God to-day; for the work of 
Christ in your own church, and for 
blessings to attend your own minister's 
labors; for the work of the Sunday- 
school and Bible classes. 


Forest Hitts Garpens, L. I. 





[ Nuggets for Your Temperance Teaching } 








_The Sound in Place of Alcoholics.— 
Among the men who are rejected for 
service in the Army and Navy are those 
who have injured their vital organs by 
alcohol. For every one rejected on this 
account, one of the nation’s fittest must 
enter the army as a substitute. 


Synthetic Alcohol May Save Food. 
—A new process for the obtaining of 
alcohol from calcium carbide has been 
perfected in Switzerland. This will re- 
lease agricultural products heretofore 
used in the manufacture of commercial 
alcohol, and will. undoubtedly greatly 
help the food shortage. Extensive ef- 
forts are being put forth by patriotic 
societies to teach the people to preserve 
their fruits for food instead of making 
them into wine and brandies and to in- 
duce the government to shut down on 
the destruction of rice and sugar in the 
production of beer. 


Where Babies are Likeliest to Live. 
—In a list of 50 cities from which sta- 
tistics on infant mortality were ob- 
tained by the New York City Milk 
Committee the three lowest rates were 
held by prohibition cities, Portland, 
Oregon, and Spokane and Seattle, 
Washington. The three cities having 
the highest infant mortality rates were 
all in wet states. These were Fall 
River and Lowell, Massachusetts, and 
Richmond, Virginia. The prohibitory 
law of the latter state did not go into 
effect until the last of 1916. 


Do Not Call Poisons ‘Foods.”—A 
hithertg unpublished letter written by 
Si? Victor Horsley in 1914 to a New 
South Wales clergyman who asked him 
about the difference between opium and 
alcohol, appeared recently in The Van- 
guard, an Australian paper. Sir Victor 
Horsley was one of England’s greatest 
scientists, knighted in royal acknowl- 
edgement of his accomplishments. “The 
true effect of both drugs, in whatever 
dose,” he said, “is always narcotic, 
i. @., paralysant. Both ought to be sub- 
ject to the same prohibitive legislation. 
The only comparative distinction be- 
tween the two is that a smaller dose by 
weight of opium will destroy life. 

“Alcohol is frequently and wrongfully 
spoken of as a ‘food,’ whereas morphia 
is only referred to as a drug, and 
opium very rarely as a food to some of 
the inhabitants of India. Neither sub- 
stance has any right to be called a ‘food.’ 
Both are oxidized in and by the tissues 
of the body, and so far might be held 
scientifically to be contributing energy 
to the body. But as both have a poison- 
ous depressant effect on all protoplasm, 
—i. e., while it is oxidizing them—and 
injure permanently all the organs, it is 
preposterous to call such substances 
foods.” 


Brave Soldiers Do Not Need Liquor. 
—The editor of the Continent who has 
been hearing that British soldiers in the 
trenches are given alcohol just before 
going “over the top,” and even that “No 
man who was sober would any more 
think of jumping out of a trench and 
rushing across No Man’s Land than he 
would think of dipping his head into a 
pot of molten steel,” wrote to a re- 
turned American soldier, Captain Vick- 








ers, asking if the report were true. 
Captain Vickers brands the statement 
as false and cites the immortal attacks 
of the Canadians at Ypres, of the An- 
zacs at Gallipoli, and of the Scotchmen 
at Neuve Chapelle, and declares that 
they received no whiskey to give them 
courage. He thinks that “no officer 
would like to feel that the men he called 
to follow him had not every faculty 
clear and every muscle obedient.” 


Australia for War Prohibition?—A 
health congress sitting in Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, after considering the demands for 
national efficiency, passed a _ resolution 
urging Mr. Hughes, the Federal Pre- 


mier, to prohibit the sale of alcohol for |. 


the duration of the war and during de- 
mobilization. 


Saving $150,000 Every Seven Days. 
—The Hon. Jeannette Rankin, in an 
article in the Chicago Herald, argues 
that prohibition is going to stand or fall 
upon its economic merits. Among the 
losses to be charged to liquor she cites 
not only the billions of pounds of food 
stuffs that are used every year, as well 
as in this year of the war, and the de- 
mands that the traffic makes upon trans- 
portation facilities. Ten percent of the 
freight cars available for use in this 
country, she counts as a conservative 
estimate of the number required in haul- 
ing the carloads of alcoholic liquors 
consumed and the materials that enter 
into their production. 

Another economic item showing the 
enormous saving prohibition would 
bring is contributed by a visitor from 
New South Wales, the editor of Grit. 
With a population of 1,500,000, the 
yearly expenditure for liquor in that 
division of Australia is $40,000,000. The 
new six o'clock closing law cut off five 
hours of saloon business a day, and 
this has been found to save about 
$150,000 a week. 


Prohibition Results in Ontario.—The 
Toronto Pioneer has been gathering 
official and newspaper comment on the 
workings of the Prohibition law during 
its first year, now just closed. 

“There is nothing like the number of 
‘blind pigs’ to-day that there was under 
license,” says the chairman of the On- 
tario License Board. 

“Those in touch with social condi- 
tions know that much poverty has been 
eliminated. Children who formerly 
went barefoot are now wearing shoes,” 
says the General Secretary of the So- 
cial Service Department of the Metho- 
dist Church. 

“The hotels are quieter at night, and 
more like home,” says the President of 
the Commercial Travelers’ Association. 
“There is none of the rowdyism there 
was when the bars were in operation.” 

“Men who were unable and unfit to 
attend church are now respectable, and 
their families have benefited accord- 
ingly,” said a minister. 

“It is the best thing that ever hap- 
pened to the country,” says a_ well- 
known business man; “the general buy- 
ing public, the working man, has some- 
thing now to spend upon his wife and 
children.” 

“Prohibition has been of great help: 

( Contiued on next page) 
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Don’t Neglect 
THROAT 


because the swollen glands 
and inflamed membranes often 
affect other tissues and impair 
their healthy action. 2 
SCOTT’S EMULSION affords 
great relief because its cod 
liver oil is speedily con- 
verted into germ-resisting 
tissue—the glycerine is 
curative and healing, 
while the combined emul- 
sion strengthens the lungs 
to avert lung trouble. 


REFUSE SUBSTITUTES and 
ue INSIST ON SCOTT'S 


5 new, ali different, regular edition, sent to anyone, 
anywhere, for 10 cents. 

SHIMEI. A new Song Story. 15 cents. 

CHRISTMAS HELPER No. 5. Illustrated. 15c. 

Choir Cantatas, Anthems, Song Stories, sent for 
examination upon request 


HRISTMAS 


HALL - MACK CO 
AN TATA 


CHRISTMAS. REVIEW. New. Now ready 
Others sent upon request; returnable samples for 
examination. 


We have YOUR Christmas music 
HALL-MACK CO. ) 1018 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
ADAM GEIBEL CO. § 339 S. Wabash, Chicago (Agency) 








A credit to any school. Delight- 
ful, singable, inspiring songs for 


1. Jubilat every time and occasion. Eight 


eat departments. All phases of 
$s RYMNAL Sunday School work supplied. 


Orchestrated. Prices to suit — 
$20, $25, $30, $35—according to binding. 
A collec- 


2. New Songs of Pentecost No.2. {°°"<<; 


good songs for Sunday Schools, Young People’s 
Societies, Praise Services. 


The best and biggest 
small book on the market. 


$10 and $15 the 100. 


SAMPLES FREE to Pastors or Sup’ts. 


Hall-Mack Co. {350's! Wasa tres Gucaes Cenc) 








(Orchestration for one) 
SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 
BENTLEY D. ACKLEY, Publisher 
1020 Arch Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 


Hymns of Worship and Service 
for the Sunday School 


A practical Hymnal. Used in upwards of 1,000 
Schools. Everywhere satisfactory. 


$35.00 per 100. Send for returnable sample. 
THE CENTURY CO., 353 Fourth Ave., New York City 


THE BEST CHRISTMAS 


will result if you use Fillmore Services. 
GLORY IN THE HIGHEST and THE MANGER KING are 
two fine, new services for Sunday-schools. 
Enclose two-cent stamp and get both of them. 
OUR CHRISTMAS CATALOG FREE. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE, 528 Elm St., Cincinnati, Ohio 
DR. JAMES M. GRAY’S NEW BOOK 


PROPHECY 


AND THE LORD’S RETURN. Only 75c. 


What ies the purpose of God in the present cataclysm P 
Does Cage A deal with the world to-day? A book by 
Dr. Gray, of Moody Bible Institute, of unusual interest 


at the present time. 
F. REVELL ©0., 158 Fifth Av., N.Y.; 17 N. Wabash Av., Chicage 
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per 2 > samp: Se each 
songs, words and music. No.1 and 2 combined ¢5 per 
hundred, 10g acopy. €. A. i. BACKETT, Fork Wayee, tad. 
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Explosions in 
Your Stomach 


HE combinations of food that most people 

eat three times a day inflict nothing less 
than a crime against their health and are the 
direct cause of 90 per cent of all sickness. 


pe | to Eugene Christian, the great 
is 


food specialist, we eat without any thought of 
the relation which one food has to another 
when “eaten at the same time. ‘The result ‘is 
that often.we combine two foods each of great 
value’ in itself, but whick when combined in 
the-stomach literally,explode, liberating toxins 
which are absorbed by the blood and form the 
root of nearly all sickness, the first indications 
of which are acidity, fermentation, gas, consti- 
pation and many other sympathetic ills. 


All of this can be avoided if we would only pay a 
little attention to the selection of our daily menu in- 
stead of eating without any regard for the conse- 
quences. 

‘This does not mean that it is necessary to eat foods 
we don’t like; instead Christian prescribes meals 
which are twice as delicious as those to which we are 
accustomed, and the results which have been accom- 
plished through diet alone are literally amazing. 


Eat Yourself Well 


Men and women who had traveled all over the world 
seeking relief from stomach and intestinal disorders 
without result—others who had actually been given 
up to die—not just a few but hundreds—have recovered 
their full health and strength by following this great 
food specialist’s advice and without the use of medi- 
cines, drugs or strenuous exercises—merely through 
learning what to eat and what not to eat. 

‘There have been so many inquiries from all parts 
of the United States from people seeking the benefit 
of Eugene Christian’s advice, and whose cases he is 
unable to handle personally, that he has written a 
course of little lessons which tell you exactly what to 
eat for health, strength and efficiency. Over 100,000 
sets of these lessons are already in the hands o 
users. 

‘These lessons—there are twenty-four of them— ? 
contain actual menus for breakfast, luncheon 
and dinner, covering every condition of health 7 
and sickness from infancy to old age, an 
or all occupations, climates and seasons. 


4 Convective 
Send No Money / s=.«. 
To examine these twenty-four Lit- @ ‘ 
tle Lessons in Corrective Eating, # Naw 
it is not necessary to enclose any . 
money. Merely clip the coupon a You vai: send 
or write a letter, and the les- me prepaid a copy 
sons will be sent prepaid. of Corrective Eat- 
Quick action is necessary, ing in 24 Lessons. I 
however, as the price of @ . will either remail them 
the lessons is to be ad- g , fo you within five days 
vanced shortly. Mail y after receipt or send you 
the coupon now, or $3.00. 
write a letter to 


page ing og OO Ss 354 6-5 Sa oie 
18. 443 Fearh ¢ 


Avenue, lew 
York City. Meg ok 4 oe a eek ote 














DO YOU KNOW WHAT MADE 


Fanny Crosby’s Life Happy ? 


Every Christian should know the 
wonderful life-story of the blind 
hymn-writer who helped thousands 
to a life of faith. 


Read FANNY CROSBY’S STORY OF 
NINETY-FOUR YEARS 
Mlustrated, cloth, $1.15 net 
F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., N. Y.; 17 N. Wabash Av., Chicago 


Behold _ 
the Morning! 


The Imminent Coming of Jesus Christ 
By C. F. Wimberly, B.A. 


With forceful emphasis the author directs fresh 
attention to the second coming of the Lord. 
With millenniums of civilization shot and crum- 
bling to pieces, Mr. Wimberly discusses what 
he calls a lost doctrine, the probability of its 
near fulfilment, and what it means and will 
mean to the future of the race. 


Cloth, $1.15 net, postpaid 


For sale by The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 
Personal: Sending the money with your order 











Temperance Nuggets 
(Continued from preceding page) 


to: the retail grocers,” oe the president 
of a grocery concern. “The grocers say 
that their customers are now paying 
their accounts better than formerly.” 


Father Time's Scythe and the Bottle. 
—Every year the Scepter Life Associa- 
tion a another installment to its ac- 
cumula of evidence on the difference 
between the mortality of abstainers and 
non-abstainers. Its fifty-second report, 
closing with the year 1916, shows the 
same steady rate of difference between 
the percentage of expected deaths in 
the “Temperance” (abstainers) section 
and that of the “General” (non-abstain- 
ers) section. The average rates for the 
thirty-two years, 1884-1916, have been 
52 deaths for the abstainers ; 79 for non- 
abstainers. If moderate drinking were 
as harmless as its advocates claim, no 
such constant difference between~ the 
longevity of abstainers and’non-abstain- 
ers would be annually recorded. 


The Best Time to See Washington.— 
The best time to come ‘to Washington 
this year will be for the week begin- 
ning November 4, Washington’s first 
“dry” Sunday, which will be celebrated 
for a whole week with parade and 
great speeches to make prohibition na- 
tional: or the week beginning December 
4, when Congress will meet in regular 
session,. with unconditional national 
constitutional prohibition as the great 
issue in the House, and elimination 
of the six-year limit in the Senate as 
the first business of reformers in that 
branch. 

The national annual meetings of 
the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union, the Anti-Saloon League, the 
Federal Council, and the International 
Reform Bureau are all scheduled for 
that week, and there will be “something 
doing every minute” in Congress and 
outside. All these bodies will give 
special attention to- prohibition as their 
common objective. 

The International Reform Bureau, 
whose enlarged Board of Directors will 
then meet, will. plan also for prohibi- 
tion of interstate gambling, for exten- 
sion of red light injunction law, for 
substitution of censored motion pictures 
in place of abolished vices, and for the 
fortifying of moral. foundations by 
Bible readings in public schools and 
posting of the Commandments in 
schools, mills, courts, and oa outside 
of churches, with other posters, changed 
semi-weekly. A day will be devoted to 
“After-the-War-Problems.” 





The Young People’s 
Piayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, November 4 


Perseverance (Eph. 6: 10-20) 
(Consecration Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

Mon.—Persevere in abiding (John 1s: 
1-11). 

Tues.—Climbing into life (Rom. 2: 1-11). 

Wed.—Persevering in prayer (Luke 11: 
1-10). 

Thurs.—Watchful faith (Rev. 3: 1-6). 

Fri.—Pressing onward (Phil. 3 : 7-16). 

Sat.—Clinging to God (Heb. 10 : 32-39). 











What hinders us from persevering? 

How may we develop strength to perse- 
vere? 

What is the use of persevering? 


HE duty of tenacity is one of the 

great Christian duties. “Stand fast,” 
“Hold fast,” “Steadfast,” are among its 
favorite words. Christians are the last 
people in the world to be wobblers or 
letters-go. They are the people of the 
iron grasp. The Almighty One holds 
them. - No one can pluck them out of 
His hand. No one can shake them 
loose from the grip of duty in which 
they are held and by which they hold 





saves both yourse(/f and us time and expense. 


through ‘the grace of God. 
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Other influences or agencies or move- 
ments will let go. ut at tg 
never will, The foreign mission wor 

is a great testimony to its immovable 
perseverance. Years may pass with no 
visible fruitage. -Difficulties and dis- 
aster and death may break upon a mis- 
sion, but the work ‘ts not abandoned. 
Where the Gospel goes it stays, or if it 
is destroyed it returns again. 


Nothing can breed in men such per- 
sistence as Christ can. The conquerors 
of hindrance, the men who wait but 
who will not yield are moulded by 
Christ. Their spirit was the spirit of 
General Armstrong: “I must win,” he 
said. “I can’t but see that many put 
faith in me; it would be wrong to hu- 
manity to fail, and the way is clear. God 
has not darkened the way, but His hand 
points to a steep and craggy height—it 
must be climped—I will climb it.” “He 
wrote to a friend,” says his daughter, 
“engaged like himself in the educa- 
tion of the northern public: ‘Punch the 
public or you get nothing; give them no 
peace till you get your money.’ A cer- 
tain obstinacy of the sort that fights 
blindly to the end was aroused by these 
constant struggles against competition, 
lack of interest, and the prophecies of 
failure which often came to his ears. 
‘The dry bones of a thousand failures 
are in our path,’ he said. ‘The wet 
blanket of endless disappointments has 
been thrown on us. Men say, ‘You! 
can’t do it.” Experienced men shake | 
their heads; but G—— [a missionary 
friend] is going to take hold and worry | 
the Christian Church till it planks | 
down the money, and it’s of no use. | 
Saint and sinner must, side by side, jerk | 
the old thing till it moves. Infidel and | 
the elect will drop their mites into the | 
contribution box till it is filled. We are | 
doing this over a vortex of financial | 
calamity, into which we hope not to} 
fall.’” 
we 


When we are right we are meant to 
stay there. What happens is of no 
consequence. We may prevail and be 
praised or we may be defeated and 
scorned or we may be indifferently ig- 
nored. What difference does it make? 
All these are merely the human aspects 
of it. The reality is that we are where 
we ought to be and that that is where 
God is. There Christ bids us stay im- 
movably. “ 


These are days of constant change. 
| There are short pastorates in the min- 
istry, and perpetual experiments in 
Christian work, and short term services 
of many kinds become increasingly com- 
mon. The doctrine of interest says, “If 
you don’t like it, try something else.” 
And as a result there are many failures 
simply because people do not hold on 
long enough to make success, 


The familiar words of Fowell Bux- 
ton have been quoted before in this col- 
umn and may well be quoted again. - It 
was because he lived in this spirit him- 
self that he and his associates were able 
to put an end to British slavery. “The 
longer I live the more certain I am,” 
said he, “that the great difference be- 
tween men, the feeble and the powerful, 
the great and the insignificant, is energy 
arfd invincible determihation—a purpose 
once fixed, and then death or victory. 
That quality will do anything that can 
be done in this world; and no talents, 
no circumstances, no opportunities, will 
make a two-legged creature a man with- 
out it.” 

we 


It is the glory of God that he abideth 
faithful. Change and .decay in all 
around we see. God who changes not 
abides with us. And Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever. 
We know always where we can find 
him and are able to trust him with a 
perfect trust. Is there any fragment 
of this Rock of Ages in us? 


bs 


Paul’s ideal was of a man steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the 








| working and getting old. 
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“I stand here,” says Duty, “I move 
not. I cannot be moved.” 

It is not true that all things come to 
him who waits. But it is true that all 
things that he needs come to him who 
waits or refuses to wait only for duty’s 
sake and who stands fast in truth. 

- New Yorx Crry. 





{ Children at Home 





The Argonauts 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


“ AX? they rowed away over the 

wine-dark sea, heroes all, beyond 
the sunset where were gold, monsters, 
enchanted islands, and strange peoples. 
For some death waited. For all a fame 
which still rings across the vanished 
years.” 

No one spoke for a long minute as 
the Captain finished reading to the 
Band, before bedtime, a chapter from 
the ng | of the voyage after the 
Golden Fleece when the world was 
young. 

“There aren’t any more quests left 
now,” said Trottie at last, wistfully. 
“Everything’s been found—even the 
North Pole. There’s only school and 
games and books and growing-up and 
hy can’t 
we have adventures nowadays?” 

“We can!” shouted the Captain sud- 
denly. “Everybody can. The world is 
full of wonderful adventures for those 
who look for them. Nobody needs to 
grow old. Just you wait until Satur- 
day and we'll go argonauting, Mother 
and all.” — 

The end of the week found the whole 
Band on the bank: of the Rancocas, 
which came running swiftly and silently 
to meet them from the depths of the 
pine-barrens. In front of the Cabin, 
tied to a white cedar, was Something the 
sight of “which made the Band shout 
like anything. There, rocking in the 
golden water, was the largest, shiniest, 
beautifulest canoe that ever a Band 
went adventuring in. Along its green 
side in crimson letters was painted— 
“The Argo.” 

In less than one minute, by the Cabin 
clock, every one of the Band was safely 
stored aboard except Mother. She had 
charge of the commissary and said that 
she would stay behind and arrange for 
the feast that all right-minded Argo- 
nauts expect when they bring back a 
Golden Fleece. , 

Even without her it was a pretty close 
fit On the rear seat was the Captain 
with the biggest paddle in captivity. 
Sandwiched in between the next two 
thwarts, on the bottom of the canoe, sat 
Alice-Palace and Henny-Penny, pledged 
not. to move whatever happened, Trot- 
tie and Honey-Bee, disagreeing about 
something as usual, were wedged in be- 
yond; while the Third paddled bow. 


A few strokes took them out of the .- 


Pool. The Cabin disappeared around a 
sharp bend. The Quest had begun. 

Sing, O Muse, of the perils by sea 
and land endured by that dauntless 
crew. First came “Sunken Log,” a 
bare two inches under the whirling 
water except at one end where there 
was a passage if the canoe were jammed 
into a tangle of cranberry vines on the 
bank and swung into the current at just 
the right instant, The Captain said 
afterwards that it was the Third’s 
fault, and the Third was positive that 
the Captain was to blame. Anyway the 
Argo scraped and for a perilous instant 
stuck. In another second she would 
have swung broadside to the swift cur- 
rent and capsized. Only a tremendous 
burst of paddling aided by loud squeals 
from Alice-Palace and Henny-Penny 
saved the day. Just in time she slid 
squeakingly into safety. 

Followed a long stretch where the 
crooning water ran under ‘ star-leaved 
sweet-gums while the banks were 
fringed with pitcher-plants, cassandra, 
sweet pepper-bush, and carpeted with 





work of the Lord. 
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LESSON FOR NOV. 4 (x Kings 20 : 1-21) 


asters. Just beyond the bow of the 
Argo, a_ red-squirrel ran down the 

i branches and leaped across, 
elinging with his bent fore-paws and 
swinging back and forth over the water 
like a pendulum. Painted terrapin 
scuttled off from sunken snags, and 

i with rust-red sides, scuffled 
| the leaves like little hens. Once 
the Watchman of the Creek, a big blue- 
gray and white kingfisher, flew ahead 
of the Argo, giving his warning rattle. 

Then came a place where the water 
was swift again and a_ tree-trunk 
stretched oy across the stream, leav- 
ing a place little more than a yard wide 
through which the canoe must pass. It 
was a woriderful bit of steering. The 
Captain said so himself. The Argo- 
nauts at once named the place “Passage 
Perilous” from the Morte d’ Arte. 

Then ‘there was the “Portcullis” 
where they passed under an overhang- 
ing tree with one long sharp branch 
hanging above the -channel ready to 
scrape off any unwary voyager. “Just 
like’ Scylla,” said Honey, who had been 
dipping into the Odyssey. There did 
that hero Henny-Penny endure a woe 
almost too grievous to be borne, for 
from off his very head did the dire 
Portcullis snatch a hat of great price 
with a beautiful roley brim such as an 
Argonaut might be proud to wear. Then 
did Henny-Penny weep aloud for his 
loss bitter to be borne. Nor could the 
swift Argo stop in the midst of the 
stream. Then it chanced that as the 
current whirled the hat away it caught 
upon the branch of a sunken tree and 
hung safe and dry above the water. 
Whereupon the Captain cheered the 
hero, Henny-Penny, with winged words 
and the promise to restore the hat to 
him on the homeward voyage so that 
his heart was comforted and he ceased 
from tears. 

Beyond the scene of this happen- 
ing which I have tried to set forth in 
Homeric phrase, came the “Crooked 
S’s” where the Rancocas doubled on it- 
self again and again in such sharp 
curves that the canoe bumped from 
bank to bank a-dozen times until the 
maze was passed. Further on was the 
Speedway where for a hundred yards 
the stream ran straight and swift: The 
green banks passed like the film of a 
moving-picture, and the water swirled 
in ripples and coils of tawny gold un- 
der the quick paddle-strokes. Just as 
it seemed as if the Argo were about to 
be dashed into a thicket of green-brier, 
the Captain executed a right-angle turn 
much applauded by the crew. 

Mile after mile into unknown depths 
the voyage stretched on. There were 
no longer paths on the banks. Any- 
thing, the Band felt, might lurk in the 
dark thickets past which they whirled. 
In fact once as they rounded a sudden 
curve a lithe, brown, short-legged ani- 
mal flashed into the tangled bushes with 
a snarl arid a gleam of white teeth. The 
Captain said it was a mink—but the 
Band had their own private opinion. 
Then there was the Dragon. Said 
Dragon was draped across the tops of 
some sunken bushes by a still part of 
the stream. To be sure, he apparently 
fled under the water as they approached 
with dreadful swiftness, but the Band 
felt that this might be only a crafty plot 
on his part to catch them unawares. The 
Captain said it was a banded water 
snake which although bitey was not 
venomous. - The Band knew better. 
Dragons are always venomous. 

Finally the current became slower 
and the stream wider as it ran through 
a little marsh ringed around with 
woods, Suddenly in a ferny swale just 
beyond the wet bank Trottie’s sharp 
eyes caught a gleam in the green grass. 

“The Golden Fleece!” he shouted, and 
at the sight the Captain swung the Argo 
into harbor. The crew rushed ashore 
and fell on their knees before a mass of 
crested orange-gold spires, each one 
formed of scores and scores of tiny 
fringed flowers all set on a central stem. 
Petals, sepals, lips and fringed tongues 
all were a mass of burnished gold. It 
was a colony of the yellow-fringed 
orchis, so rare that not even the Cap- 


tain had ever seen the flower before. 
Beyond, as far as they could see, the 
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meadow was all a-gold. There were 
so many that each of the Band picked a 
great bunch to bring back to Mother, 
although usually orchids are to be seen 
but not picked; and as they journeyed 
back a host of slender golden wands 
waved good-bye to them through the 
green depths of the marsh. 

‘For the homeward voyage, Honey- 
Bee took the place of the ird at the 
bow. With the full speed of the cur- 
rent behind it, the good ship Argo 
rushed down stream. There was little 
time to hesitate at any of the hazards. 
Down the Speedway the canoe leaped 
like a salmon. Just in time the Captain 
remembered at which end of the log lay 
Hidden Passage. With one accord the 
heroes fell flat on their faces and 
whizzed under the Portcullis and leaped 
over Sunken tag without scathe. There, 
however, a couple of withe-wood boughs 
cut the bow-paddler across the face like 
the slash of a whip. He had just 
opened his mouth for a cry that would 
have been heard clear to the Cabin, 
when the Argo came to the Turn where 
a swirl of swift current set into. the 
bare bole of a pitch-pine. It was nec- 
essary to swing the bow of the canoe 
instantly out of the eddy into the quiet 
water beyond, The Captain backed and 
held the canoe with all his strength for 
a second against the current. 

“Paddle!” he shouted, “you can cry 
later on.” 

Honey saw the force of this sugges- 
tion, and paddled desperately to get the 
nose of the canoe about in time. It 
was a sharp bit of work, but he did it. 

“Now, you can cry,” said the Captain 
kindly as they swung into the smooth 
water. 

“No,” said Honey with much dignity. 
“It’s too late now.” 

A little farther on, with a quick flip 
of his paddle, the Captain rescued the 
precious headgear of Henny-Penny. 
Then came the Needle’s Eye—and the 
canoe rushed down the current like a 
race-horse. The bow shot through 
safely, but the steersman waited a 
second too long and with his paddle 
cramped was swung against the jagged 
edge of the log. A quick writhe saved 
his skin but not his shirt. This was the 
last accident of the voyage, and the 
Argo rounded the curve and came to 
rest in the Pool amid pzans of victory 
from the returning heroes. 

At the Cabin, Mother and the Ban- 
quet awaited them—both unsurpassed. 
The, table, a Sheraton found by the 
Captain in an old, old house in the 
Barrens, was decorated with the honey- 
sweet blossoms of the white alder and 
strewn with gray-green bayberry leaves, 
golden asters, and purple boneset. 

The first course was served in cups of 
white oak leaves pinned together with 
thorns and filled with ripe, sweet blue- 
berries. Then there came a_ green 
russula salad made of crisp, grayish- 

reen mushrooms served raw _ with 

rench dressing and crackers and 
cheese. There was fresh butter, cool 
and dewy from the refrigerator scooped 
out of a clay bank under the cold 
waters of the creek; and raisin and nut 
bread. Then came a wonderful catfish 
and eel fry, the results of two hours of 
fishing in the dark the night before by 
the Captain down by Lower Mill. 

For dessert were baskets of New 
Jersey peaches, picked that morning 
from a near-by peach orchard. In the 
middle of the table, from a copper 
luster jug bought at another old house, 
gleamed the golden trophy of the voy- 
age. 

Each hero of the crew told Mother 
of the adventures of the voyage at 
length, and the feast stretched so far 
into the afternoon that the moon was 
rising over Violet Hill when the Band 
came home again. 
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Ohio.—We have a small orchestra started 
which has added much interest to our Sun- 
day-school, but the leader has found difficulty 
in securing suitable music. \ can or- 
chestra music that is appropriate to the 
sanctity of the House of God be secured?— 
8. A. S. ' 


NY good: music-dealer can place 


within your reach catalogues of 
good and appropriate music for just 
such an orchestra as you have. Some 


of the song books of our day are or- 
chestrated, and the orchestras like that 
very much. If you will write to the 
music department of your denomina- 
tional publishing house, you will get all 
the information you desi:. Be sure to 
look up the advertising columns of the 
recent Music N mber of The Sunday 
School Times (September 29 issue). 





Colorado.—What attitude toward the work 
of the Sunday-school should one take who 
has been elected superintendent, although 
he was an unwilling candidate ?—J. K. D. 

O MAN can answer this question 
LN except the man involved. He must 
settle it for himself, remembering that 
he is responsible to God and not to man. 
The very fact that he was elected to 
the place should, if. the conditions are 
normal, lead the man at least to con- 
sider very carefully if it was not a call 
from God. I should be inclined to think 
that it was unless I knew of some good 
reason that I could present to the 
Heavenly Father why it should not be 
so. Let him consider the subject very 
carefully and prayerfully before giving 
a negative answer based upon personal 
preference and inclination. 





Wisconsin.—As a superintendent I should 
like to get some information with reference 
to opening exercises. We have pursued the 
ordinary opening exercises, 


there must, be something . better.—W 
HE opening exercise in many. schools 


is receiving less and less attention, | 


the reason being that the time is de- 
sired on the lesson proper. Of course, 


where the graded lessons are used it is | 


impossible to have a general exercise 
in the school, but it is possible to have 
a graded opening service,—quite brief, 


to be sure,—in each of the departments, | 


and it is desirable. In most schools, 
however, the scholars above the elemen- 
tary grades are all together in one room, 
though it is desirable for the Intermedi- 
ates to be by themselves. In this large 


room splendid results may be obtained | 


from the right us: of the opening service. 
An opening service should consist of 
songs, Scripture, and prayer, intermin- 


gled in an appropriate way and in right | 


proportions, and not in any set form to 
be repeated Sunday after Sunday indefi- 
nitely. A school that sings, offers a 
prayer, sings a hymn, and then goes to 
work, will soon find the opening service 
becoming dull. There are many fea- 
tures that may be put in, differing each 
Sunday in a measure, that will add zest 
and spirit to the school. They help to 
cultivate the school life and create a 
school consciousness that produces good 
results. There are such things as mot- 
toes, slogans, watchwords, aims, the 
repetition of Scripture verses, the rec- 
ognizing of new members, the recogniz- 
ing of birthdays, etc., etc., small in 
themselves but large in their influence. 
There are booklets prepared with open- 
ing services, occupying from five to eight 
or ten minutes. Some of these are good. 
I suggest that you write to “The World’s 
Sunday School Publishing House, De- 
troit,” enclosing ten cents for a sample 
copy. Probably the latest, and cer- 
tainly one of the best, books on the gen- 
eral subject is “The Book of Worship 
of the Church School.” It is thoroughly 
high grade. It is prepared by Pro- 
fessor Hugh Hartshorne, and published 
by Charles Scribner’s Sons, at 55 cents 
a single copy, postpaid, or 44 cents in 
quantities, not prepaid. 

The same opening service should not 
be used over and over until it becomes 
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monotonous, neither should it be used 
as a filler of time, but as a genuine ser- 
vice of worship.. If properly conducted, 
an opening service will make a fine at- 
mosphere for the school session. 














On the BEACH and BOARDWALK 
ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 


| Rest— Recreation—Recuperation 


Spend a few days at Chalfonte— 
the hotel of hospitality and home- 
like charm. American plan. Golf 
and yacht privileges. Make res- 
' ervations now. 


. THE LEEDS COMPANY 


[A Jewish Rabbi 


sa. | Found the Messiah, 

fh. 4) the Lord Jesus Christ, 
74 f=] and is now preaching 
Him to 400,000 Jews of 
Brooklyn, N. He 























consisting of | 
song and prayer, and ending with.song, but | 
L. 


issues a monthly paper 
entitled “The Chosen 
People.” ‘This paper 
tells about the persecu- 
= tions, hard work and 
| Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn glorious victories ex- 
|] perienced in the Williamsburg Mission to 





the Jews. ‘Read it. Subscribe now. A 
sample copy sent you for 10 cents. Price 
50 cents a year. Address 


“The Chosen People,”’ Box 10, Station A, Brooklyn, N.Y. 








DR. SELL’S Studies for Bible Classes 


No. 10 Just Ready—Bible Studies in Four Gospels. 








| | 1. Supplementary Bible 6. B. S. Life of St.Paul 

| ¢ re Studies | y Books Ne. : BS i = ~4 
- oD. * Early ui 
4.B.5 200,00019, Bible Studies in 
5. B. S. Life of Christ Vi 


wae Send for circular of the ten text books 
F.H. Revell Co., 158 5th Av., N.Y. 17N.Wabash, Chicago 














ca Sanday School Cines 


Philadelphia, October 20, 1917 











The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
| journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates! 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates. include 


postage: , : ; 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
$1.50 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, =~ years, $6. 
+ ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies  gitionai will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 
Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 


school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Absorbine, Jr., $1.00 a bottle 
at druggists or postpaid 


A Liberal Trial Bottleyitbexst 
4 dress upon receipt of 10 cents in stamps. 
zi W. F. YOUNG, P. D. F. ~ 
Umer aetD 291 Temple Street, Springfield, Mass. 
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The New Way 


In Typew riting 


Revolutionary new method is doubling and 
trebling salaries of stenographers and typists. 
Already hundreds of business college graduates 
and so-called ‘‘ touch '’ writers formerly ae 
from $8 to $15 a week, are drawing $25, $35, an 
even $50 weekly. Greatest step since inven- 
tion of typewriter itself—based on Gymnastic 
Finger Training! Wonderful machine practice 
makes keyboard as simple as a pencil. 


Amazing Speed—Easy for All 


Results felt from first day’s use. Entire system quick! 
learned at home in spare time. No interference wit 
regular work, Speed and accuracy are what business 
men want, and they will pay worth-while salaries only 
to those who have it. ‘This new system enables any- 
one to write 


80 to 100 Words a Minute 


blindfolded without a single mistake. So certain are 
results that we offer the entire course 
on trial, Includes complete business 
wreining for stenographers. Costs noth- 
ing unless you're fully satisfied. 

Send tor big illustrated 32-page book 
explaining system, telling all about 
the wouter ul Gymnastic Finger 
Training and containing letters from 
hondeete of graduates whose sala- 
ries have already been increased 
$300, $500, and up to $2,000 
yearly. 

Write for free book to-day—a postal 
will do. Nogbligation. State whether 
interested alsa in New Way Short- 
hand. Don’t delay, this announce- 
ment ne not appear rary 

THE TULLOSS HOOL 
6530 College Hill, Ohio 


A RELIGIOUS COLLEGE 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
SCHOOL OF MISSIONS 



















nominational, Vocational, Cul- 
tural. New fireproof building, 
with dormitories in ston’s 
finest educational district. 


Catalog. Address 
Gordon Bible Col Bostoa 


“REASONS FOR BEING IMMERSED 
BEFORE CHRIST COMES” 


An urgent message to those who love His appearing. 
3 for 5 cents. 
| Address ‘‘J.H.G.”” Box 193, Moosomin,Sask.,Canada, 
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Books Worth Noting 











Game of Gospel Songs (Compiled by 
Harold F. Sayles).—Children learn 
much through play, and any task or les- 
son that can be turned into a game will 
be taken up joyously by the fun-loving 
boys and girls. To try to become fa- 
miliar with sixty hymns is a task that 
the average child would not care for, 
but to play the “Game of Gospel Songs” 
will be just a delightful . pastime. 
There are sixty cards, divided into sets 
of four cards each, each set bearing the 
titles of three hymns of a famous hymn 
writer, whose portrait is on each ‘card 
in the set. The object of the.game is 
to secure the greatest number of com- 
plete sets, which means that the play- 
ers must become familiar with the 
titles of the different hymns. The 
player who chances to receive the first 
card of a set, may, if he can sing the 
first line of the hymn named thereon, 
claim the whole set. It is a fine way of 
familiarizing children with the hymns 
of the church. (Evangelical Publishing 
Company, Chicago, 25 cents. 


Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories for 
Young Folks (By Wade C. Smith).— 
The father of a family whose little folks 
loved their Sunday afternoon Bible 
stories had to take the mother’s place 
one Sunday, and, he says, “dared not 
attempt to duplicate her style.” So he 
tried another plan: with a fountain pen 
in hand he sketched out the simplest 
sort of illustrations of the Bible stories. 
They were just little outline sketches, 
but when you see them you will agree 
with many others that they were won- 
derfully clever and. suggestive. ~The 
children in that family clamored for 
more; and when other. children got a 
chance at them they too evidently clam- 
ored for more; for the first edition of 
the sketches was sold within two weeks 
after the books were put on the market. 
A. second ‘edition is now out; and it 
will be a treasure in many a family. It 
is a novel thing in Bible stories for 
children, and both they and the parents 
will hail it with delight. Few better 
Christmas or birthday gifts could be 
made to a young boy or girl. (Wade C. 
Smith, Drawer 1176-D, Richmond, Va., 
60 cents.) 


The Prophetic History of the Church 
(By F. W. Grant).—Many writers be- 
lieve that the messages to the seven 
churches (Rev. 2 and 3) refer to the 
church throughout the centuries, each 
message depicting the life of a period. 
This is the line taken by the author of 
this reissued booklet, and he discusses in 
eight chapters what he calls “Some evils 
which affli-t Christendom, and _ their 
remedy, as depicted by the Lord’s own 
words to the seven churches.” Thus 
the Nicolaitans represent the rise ahd 
growth of the clergy and the “woman 
Jezebel” expresses the danger of church 
authority. The writer was an honored 
teacher among the “Brethren,” and 
much <: his Bible work is admirable. 
But the present book contains an un- 
usual proportion of the characteristic 
attitude of “Brethrenism” to all other 
forms of Christian life and activity, and 
its teaching must be weighed accord- 
ingly. There is much in it with which 
every evangelical Christian will agree. 
If read with discrimination, not a little 


useful teaching will be obtained. 
(Loizeaux Brethers, New York, 30 
cents.) 


Building, Destroying, Rebuilding Men 
(By James J. Jeffreys).—A storehouse 
of richest material for temperance 
workers is the new book of Mr. Jeffreys. 
Packed to the ceiling as it is with facts 
from the scientist, argument and plead- 
ing from the logician, inspiration from 
the propagandist, illustration from the 
raconteur, and even with confession 








COL. ROOSEVELT says: “Capital—I wish every religious man could read it.” 


What Did JesusTeach About War ? 
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BY EDWARD LEIGH PELL, EoITor of “Pet's Notes” 
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from the victim, 


the Sunday-school 
teacher who walks 


into this warehouse 
for suggestions to use in teaching the 
temperance lesson will find himself 
supplied in every way. Mr. Jeffreys 
was formerly Field Secretary of the 
Anti-Cigarette League of America. He 
was converted in 1910 in the Pacific 
Garden Mission, in Chicago, following 
testimonies by Mel Trotter and the late 
Charlie Palmer, Field Secretary of the 
Gideons. - Since then he has been won- 
derfully blessed of God in warning 
young people, particularly in the public 
schools, inst the evils of tobacco and 
liquor. Since his conversion he has 
spoken to almost half’a million students. 
The Board of Education in Chicago has 
been glad to have him organize “Clean 
Life Clubs” in the city schools. (Anti- 
Cigarette League of America, 1119 
Woman’s Temple, Chicago, 25 cents 
net, postpaid.) 


A Heart Cry Concerning Zion (By 
the Rev. Frank H. Hoose).—With the 
conviction that a sick church is a 
church ripe for revival the author piles 
up the testimony to show the diseased 
condition of the Church of Christ to- 
day. But the diagnosis is for the pur- 
pose only of stating the case, and the 
little book goes on in a simple, direct 
way to make an appeal to ministers and 
Christian workers to apply God’s 
own remedy and be satisfied with noth- 
ing less than a revival. The unique 
value of the author’s work is in the 
testimonies he has gathered from the 
writings of more than a score of great 
spiritual leaders. Such leaders as An- 
drew Murray, Mrs. Catherine Booth, 
A. J. Gordon, F. B. Meyer, J. H. Jowett, 
Bishop Thoburn, Bishop Peck, Charles 
G. Finney, are allowed to speak out on 
the sad conditions in the church, their 
cause, God’s remedy and its application. 

It is not necessary to agree with the 
author’s every way of putting things; 
and the witnesses differ in details as to 
how to teach the fulness of the Spirit. 
But this message from lovers of the 
Church is a stimulating call, and its 
recipe: for power will work in any in- 
dividual church that uses it. It should 
be circulated in every local church. 
(Christian Life Literature Fund, 600 
Perry Building, Philadelphia; paper 20 
cents, cloth 35 cents.) 


FREE LESSONS 
IN MUSIC 


Largest School Offers Instruction 
Gratis to Ambitious Students 


An opportunity that will be eagerly 
seized by ambitious music lovers, both 
young and old, is being extended at 
this time by the largest school of its 
kind in America, the U. S. School of 
Music of New York City. 

By an entirely new and amazingly 
simple and easy method for teaching 
music by mail—a system originated by 
this institution—more than 240,000 
pupils have been successfully trained 
in their own homes to play the Piano, 
the Violin, Mandolin, Banjo, Organ, 
Cornet, Harp, Sight Singing, Guitar, 
’Cello, Clarinet, ‘Trombone, Piccolo, 
Flute, Saxaphone, Ukelele. 

The management recently decided to 
accept a limited number of new pupils to 
whom full courses of instruction will be 
given without charge in order to further 
advertise this new system for teaching 
music by mail. 

All those who apply at once will be en- 
rolled for free scholarships—only a very 
small charge being made to cover the ex- 
pense for postage and the sheet music re- 
quired for lessons. The school is located 
at 3810 Brunswick Building, New York 
City, and any one interested can obtain 
full particulars simply by addressing a 
postal to the President, Mr. D. F. Kemp. 
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MAYNARD OWEN WILLIAMS 
ORRESPON DENTS, like , are born, 
( notmade. Maynard Owen =e 
articles appear exclusively in the Chi 
Herald, has the born correspondent’s ability to 
observe and the capacity to understand 
of the genius of the people among whom he 
More than that, he has the srmopinetic attitude of 
a sincere Christian, and a vital Christian love for 
truth. Having observed and understood, he can so 
tell it that the rest of us also see and u 


Vital Human Stories 


from Russia 


tothe thee nossinoutaamitnn te Hens 
now appearing in 


CHRISTIAN HERALD 


Do you want to know how the Russian 
deprived of the Prgtectas of autocracy, 
is meeting the challenge of democracy? Williams 
will tell you in the Christian Herald. 

Do i want to see the Great Russian 
Council, yet to be called, build a people’s govern- 
ment on the shattered foundations of a Czar’s au- 
thority? Williams witl show you in the Christian 


erald. 
Do you want to understand the mind and 
heart of the Slav, feared as a menace by so 


many generations of western Ew Ss, now 
Jeading them all in his devotion to Liberty and 
the rights of men? Williams will make it plain in 


the Christian Herald. 


At the time of the Russian Revolution Mr. 
Williams was in China completing’ his articles 
about the Orient for the Christian Herald. He 
to Petrograd ay pace. : 

stern port, Mr. Williams sent several articles 
which have helped the readers of the Christian 
Herald to understand the new Russia. 

Nothing reaiiy zs in Russia y. 
that 7s to-day is changed to-morrow ;-but throug 
all this change and turmoil there is rising a nation, | 
ose —_ te + ms det of wae 

rou is series ; the, paagers: 
Christian Herald oft ie ie ferment where 
Bolsheviki and Bourgeoisie are making history. 


Mr. Williams’ articles alone, daring 
the jew ye yore, will be worth many times 
the cost of the Christian Herald. 


WHY 300,000 FAMILIES 
LOVE THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 


‘The Christian Herald is doing something more 
than merely placing interesting reading matter 
in the homes of its readers, fe is giving them 
@ part in great enterprises. It is giving them 
spiritual and material septulness. t is the one 
magazine that represents in the most vital way all 
of the interests of Protestant Christianity and of 
the on-marching church of Christ. Week by week, 
the Christian Herald is giving its readers issues 
of absorbing interest. 

You should be a seguir reader of the Christian 
Herald and enjoy these special features which 
are now appearing : 


THE MILLENNIUM—WHAT, WHEN AND WHERE. 
ditional Series of ‘Arti 


y oh mn Greatest — Prt, James we 
Gray, D.D., Dean of Moody Institute, 


THE GREATER UNITED STATES. By Frank G. 
Carpenter. x 
DRAWINGS AND POEMS. By Robert Riggs 
bawitas “ 
Tas waryess. A Serial Novel by Grace Livingston 
utz, 


HOWARD CHASE. A New Novel by Rev, Chasles 
hg botnet ee Soe Steps,” 
nae ee = 

ADVENTURES IN NEIGHBORING. By Vera 1. Con- 


WEEKLY SERMON by a distinguished pastor. 
DAILY MEDITATIONS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON by Dr. Allisea. 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES 

BEAUTIFUL COVERS. Many in colors. 
WEEKLY DOUBLE-PAGE OF ILLUSTRATIONS 
REVIEW OF THE NEWS OF THE WEEK 
SPIRITUAL WORK IN THE CAMPS 


Subscription, 1 year (52 issues), $2.00 
Sample Copy sent on request 











INTRODUCTORY 4 
13 WEEKS ( 
| SUBSCRIPTION daar Ww No | 


CuristiAN Heracp for 13 weeks as nal your Halt 
Price Introductory Offer to new subscribers. 
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